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In Rio de Janeiro’s favelas, traffickers assert power through conspicuous displays
of wealth and force, brandishing high-powered guns, gold jewelry, and piles of
cash and narcotics. Police, for their part, conduct raids reminiscent of action
films or video games, wearing masks and riding in enormous armored cars called
“big skulls.” Images of these spectacles circulate constantly in local, national,
and global media, masking everyday forms of violence, prejudice, and inequality.
The Spectacular Favela offers a rich ethnographic examination of the political
economy of spectacular violence in Rocinha, Rio’s largest favela. Based on more
than two years of residence in the community, the book explores how entangled
forms of violence shape everyday life and how that violence is, in turn,
connected to the market economy.

Erika Robb Larkins shows how favela violence is produced as a marketable
global brand. While this violence is projected in disembodied form through
media, the favela is also sold as an embodied experience through the popular
practice of favela tourism. The commodification of the favela becomes a form of
violence itself; favela violence is transformed into a commercially viable
byproduct of a profit-driven war on drugs, which serves to keep the poor
marginalized. This book tells the story of how traffickers, police, cameras,
tourists, and even anthropologists come together to create what the author calls
the “spectacular favela.”
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In Rio de Janeiro’s favelas, traffickers assert power through conspicuous displays of wealth and force,
brandishing high-powered guns, gold jewelry, and piles of cash and narcotics. Police, for their part, conduct
raids reminiscent of action films or video games, wearing masks and riding in enormous armored cars called
“big skulls.” Images of these spectacles circulate constantly in local, national, and global media, masking
everyday forms of violence, prejudice, and inequality. The Spectacular Favela offers a rich ethnographic
examination of the political economy of spectacular violence in Rocinha, Rio’s largest favela. Based on more
than two years of residence in the community, the book explores how entangled forms of violence shape
everyday life and how that violence is, in turn, connected to the market economy.

Erika Robb Larkins shows how favela violence is produced as a marketable global brand. While this
violence is projected in disembodied form through media, the favela is also sold as an embodied experience
through the popular practice of favela tourism. The commodification of the favela becomes a form of
violence itself; favela violence is transformed into a commercially viable byproduct of a profit-driven war on
drugs, which serves to keep the poor marginalized. This book tells the story of how traffickers, police,
cameras, tourists, and even anthropologists come together to create what the author calls the “spectacular
favela.”
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Editorial Review

Review

"[The Spectacular Favela is] wide-ranging and ethnographic, constructing a patient and insightful portrait."
(Times Literary Supplement 2016-03-01)

"Accessible and engaging."
(Survival: Global Politics and Strategy 2016-05-26)

"This academic book reads almost like a novel – gripping its reader’s attention with a rich array of
characters, experiences, and conversations – as it tells the story of Rocinha favela. Yet it is a far cry from a
novel. Indeed, the lives it portrays and theoretical dialogue it creates on violence, its spectacle and
commodification are of critical importance to further understanding violence in the margins of society, like
the favelas of Rio."
(Environment & Urbanization)

About the Author

Erika Robb Larkins is an Assistant Professor in the Department of International and Area Studies at the
University of Oklahoma.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Spectacular
Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Bernadine Williams:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book has
a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Spectacular Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil
(California Series in Public Anthropology) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or acceptable book with you?



Geneva Richardson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Spectacular
Favela: Violence in Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology).

Jerry Schooler:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Spectacular Favela: Violence in
Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology) or even others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Spectacular Favela: Violence in
Modern Brazil (California Series in Public Anthropology) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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