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The ancient Egyptians created some of the world's most beautiful art and
architecture. To this day, this ancient civilization--which produced the great
pyramids, the riddle of the Sphinx, and the riches of Tutankhamun--exerts a
strong hold on our imaginations.

Now, in Ancient Egypt, eminent Egyptologist David P. Silverman and a team of
leading scholars explore the cultural wealth of this civilization in a series of
intriguing and authoritative essays based on the latest theories and discoveries.
Illustrated with more than 200 superb color photographs, maps, and charts, this
book illuminates the vivid and powerful symbolic images of this fascinating
culture--from pyramids and temples to priests and rituals; from hieroglyphic
writing to daily life by the Nile; and from temple carvings to the cult of the dead.
Correcting the popular misconception of the Egyptians as a death-obsessed
people, the book uses the most recent historical research and archaeological finds
to illuminate the routines of daily life in royal, elite, priestly circles, as well as at
lower levels of society. We learn, for example, that despite the monochromatic
appearance of most temple ruins today, in ancient times they would have been
colorful, even gleaming structures; that the title "Pharaoh" derives from the
Egyptian phrase per aa, which means "great house" and was originally a
reference to the royal palace; that temples employed all manner of part-time and
full-time personnel, from farmers and carpenters to scribes, jewelers, and keepers
of livestock; and that Egyptian law viewed women as equal to men, and they
could, in some cases, wield considerable influence.
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The ancient Egyptians created some of the world's most beautiful art and architecture. To this day, this
ancient civilization--which produced the great pyramids, the riddle of the Sphinx, and the riches of
Tutankhamun--exerts a strong hold on our imaginations.

Now, in Ancient Egypt, eminent Egyptologist David P. Silverman and a team of leading scholars explore the
cultural wealth of this civilization in a series of intriguing and authoritative essays based on the latest
theories and discoveries. Illustrated with more than 200 superb color photographs, maps, and charts, this
book illuminates the vivid and powerful symbolic images of this fascinating culture--from pyramids and
temples to priests and rituals; from hieroglyphic writing to daily life by the Nile; and from temple carvings to
the cult of the dead. Correcting the popular misconception of the Egyptians as a death-obsessed people, the
book uses the most recent historical research and archaeological finds to illuminate the routines of daily life
in royal, elite, priestly circles, as well as at lower levels of society. We learn, for example, that despite the
monochromatic appearance of most temple ruins today, in ancient times they would have been colorful, even
gleaming structures; that the title "Pharaoh" derives from the Egyptian phrase per aa, which means "great
house" and was originally a reference to the royal palace; that temples employed all manner of part-time and
full-time personnel, from farmers and carpenters to scribes, jewelers, and keepers of livestock; and that
Egyptian law viewed women as equal to men, and they could, in some cases, wield considerable influence.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Twelve contributing scholars have joined Silverman in writing this lavishly illustrated book that contains 200
color photographs, maps, and charts. Their essays cover such broad subjects as history, geography, legends,
archaeology, religion, economy, art, architecture, and language. There are pieces on international trade and
travel, farming, hunting, fishing, mining, capital cities, palaces, fortresses, gender and society, mathematics,
medicine, magic, the pharaohs, the cosmos, the cult of the dead, ritual games, the pyramids, tombs, temples,
the solar cycle, and hieroglyphs. The writing is based on the latest historical research and archaeological
finds, offering readers a penetrating look at the daily life of both royalty and commoner. George Cohen

Review
"The writing is based on the latest historical research and archaeological finds, offering readers a penetrating
look at the daily life of both royalty and commoner."

About the Author

David P. Silverman is currently Curator-in-Charge of the Egyptian Section of the University of
Pennsylvania Museum and Chairman of the university's Department of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.
His many previous books include Language and Writing in Ancient Egypt, Religion in Ancient Egypt,
Ancient Egyptian Kingship, and Masterpieces of Tutankhamun. His fieldwork includes the co-directorship of
the University of Pennsylvania/Boston Museum of Fine Arts expedition to record the tombs of the Old and
Middle Kingdoms (ca. 2625-1530 BCE).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Ancient Egypt is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Laura McLaughlin:

The particular book Ancient Egypt has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Gregory Sowers:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Ancient Egypt can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Thomas Williamson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Ancient Egypt when you essential it?
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