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This monograph presents the first comprehensive diachronic account of copular
and passive verb constructions in Old and Middle English. Peter Petré analyzes:

· The mysterious loss of the high-frequency verb weorðan 'become' as a casualty
of changing word order in narrative during Middle English.
· The merger of is 'is' and bið 'shall be, is generally' into a single suppletive verb,
and how it is related to the development of a general analytic future shall be.
· The co-occurrence of multiple changes that led to become and wax crossing a
threshold of similarity with existing copulas, from which they analogically
adopted full productivity in one fell swoop.

In explaining each of these changes, Petré goes beyond the level of the verb and
its complements, drawing attention to analogical networks and the importance of
a verb's embeddedness in clausal and textual environments.

Using a radically usage-based approach, treating syntax as emerging from
(changing) frequencies, Petré draws attention to general principles of
constructional change, including but not limited to grammaticalization and
lexicalization. He proposes novel parallelisms between linguistic and ecological
evolution. Going beyond the view of language change as propagating only in
social interaction, Petré explains how each individual's mental grammar can be
seen as a dynamic ecosystem with hierarchical environments (clausal niches,
textual habitats). In this view, the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated
changes, itself resulting from cognitive economy principles, is arguably more
decisive in lexical change than is functional competition.
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This monograph presents the first comprehensive diachronic account of copular and passive verb
constructions in Old and Middle English. Peter Petré analyzes:

· The mysterious loss of the high-frequency verb weorðan 'become' as a casualty of changing word order in
narrative during Middle English.
· The merger of is 'is' and bið 'shall be, is generally' into a single suppletive verb, and how it is related to the
development of a general analytic future shall be.
· The co-occurrence of multiple changes that led to become and wax crossing a threshold of similarity with
existing copulas, from which they analogically adopted full productivity in one fell swoop.

In explaining each of these changes, Petré goes beyond the level of the verb and its complements, drawing
attention to analogical networks and the importance of a verb's embeddedness in clausal and textual
environments.

Using a radically usage-based approach, treating syntax as emerging from (changing) frequencies, Petré
draws attention to general principles of constructional change, including but not limited to
grammaticalization and lexicalization. He proposes novel parallelisms between linguistic and ecological
evolution. Going beyond the view of language change as propagating only in social interaction, Petré
explains how each individual's mental grammar can be seen as a dynamic ecosystem with hierarchical
environments (clausal niches, textual habitats). In this view, the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated
changes, itself resulting from cognitive economy principles, is arguably more decisive in lexical change than
is functional competition.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Petré holds a PhD in linguistics from the KU Leuven (University of Leuven). His research aims at
keeping a wide view, combining insights and research methods from linguistics, history, philosophy, and
research on evolutionary systems.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Kirby:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related
Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English). Try to make the book
Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English
(Oxford Studies in the History of English) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mindy Hicks:

This book untitled Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and
Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Sarah Petty:

Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English
(Oxford Studies in the History of English) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Constructions and Environments: Copular,
Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English)
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial thinking.



Alexander Pridmore:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle
English (Oxford Studies in the History of English). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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