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Two of the world's leading scholars of the Aztec language and culture have
translated Sahagun's monumental and encyclopedic study of native life in
Mexico at the time of the Spanish Conquest. This immense undertaking is the
first complete translation into any language of Sahagun's Nahuatl text, and
represents one of the most distinguished contributions in the fields of
anthropology, ethnography, and linguistics. Written between 1540 and 1585, the
Florentine Codex (so named because the manuscript has been part of the
Laurentian Library's collections since at least 1791) is the most authoritative
statement we have of the Aztecs' lifeways and traditions-a rich and intimate yet
panoramic view of a doomed people. The Florentine Codex is divided by subject
area into twelve books and includes over 2,000 illustrations drawn by Nahua
artists in the sixteenth century. Book Twelve contains a meticulous retelling of
the Spanish Conquest of Mexico, from the days leading up to the first arrival of
Cortes to when the Tlatilulcans, the Tenochtitlans, and their rulers ultimately
submitted to the Spaniards.
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Two of the world's leading scholars of the Aztec language and culture have translated Sahagun's monumental
and encyclopedic study of native life in Mexico at the time of the Spanish Conquest. This immense
undertaking is the first complete translation into any language of Sahagun's Nahuatl text, and represents one
of the most distinguished contributions in the fields of anthropology, ethnography, and linguistics. Written
between 1540 and 1585, the Florentine Codex (so named because the manuscript has been part of the
Laurentian Library's collections since at least 1791) is the most authoritative statement we have of the
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Editorial Review

Review

“Highly recommended for all academic and large public libraries.”—Choice
 

“A great scholarly enterprise.”—New Mexico Historical Review
 

“Bringing the knowledge of modern scholarship to bear on their materials, the translators have been able to
illuminate many obscurities in the text. The complete series of volumes is a landmark of scholarly
achievement.”—The New Mexican
 

“This publication of Sahagún makes available to scholars and their students alike the original Nahuatl text
for comparison with the more easily accessible Spanish text, which is in many places merely an abridgment
or précis of the original. A whole series of native sources for the study of Mexican pre-conquest history is
now at hand for a field of historical study formerly restricted to a small number of investigators. A whole
chapter of the cultural history of early Colonial Mexico is unfolding before us. [The Codex is] an impressive
monument to Spanish humanism in the sixteenth-century New World.”—The Hispanic American Historical
Review
 

“Sahagún emerges as the indisputable founder of ethnographic science. The accomplishments of the joint
translators, Dibble and Anderson, will surely rank among the greatest achievements of American
ethnohistorical scholarship.”—Natural History

 

About the Author

Charles E. Dibble (1909-2002) was an anthropologist, linguist, and scholar specializing in Mesoamerican
cultures. He received his master’s and doctorate degrees from the Universidad Nacional Autónomo de
México and taught at the University of Utah from 1939-1978, where he became a Distinguished Professor of



Anthropology.

Arthur J. O. Anderson (1907-1996) was an anthropologist specializing in Aztec culture and language. He
received his MA from Claremont College and his PhD in anthropology from the University of Southern
California. He was a curator of history and director of publications at the Museum of New Mexico in Santa
Fe and taught at a number of institutions, including San Diego State University, from which he retired.

For their work on the Florentine Codex, both Dibble and Anderson received the Mexican Order of the Aztec
Eagle, the highest honor of the Mexican government; from the King of Spain the received the Order of
Isabella the Catholic (Orden de Isabel la Católica) and the title of Commander (Comendador).
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Lee:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Florentine Codex: Book 12: Book 12: The Conquest of Mexico (Florentine Codex: General History
of the Things of New Spain), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Charles Montiel:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Florentine Codex: Book 12: Book 12: The Conquest of Mexico (Florentine Codex: General
History of the Things of New Spain) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short
extra time problems.

Terrie Anderson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Florentine Codex: Book 12: Book 12: The Conquest of
Mexico (Florentine Codex: General History of the Things of New Spain) or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Florentine Codex: Book
12: Book 12: The Conquest of Mexico (Florentine Codex: General History of the Things of New Spain) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Ann Ginsberg:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Florentine Codex: Book 12: Book 12: The
Conquest of Mexico (Florentine Codex: General History of the Things of New Spain) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the guide Florentine Codex: Book 12: Book 12: The Conquest of Mexico (Florentine Codex:
General History of the Things of New Spain) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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