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Vanderbilt: The very name is synonymous with the Gilded Age. The family
patriarch, "the Commodore," built a fortune that made him the world's richest
man by 1877. Yet less than fifty years after his death, no Vanderbilt was counted
among the world's richest people. Written by descendant Arthur T. Vanderbilt II,
Fortune's Children traces the dramatic and amazingly colorful history of this
great American family, from the rise of industrialist and philanthropist Cornelius
Vanderbilt to the fall of his progeny-wild spendthrifts whose profligacy
bankrupted a vast inheritance.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Among the author's earlier books is Changing Laws, an award-winning biography of his grandfather, Arthur
T. Vanderbilt. His latest history, witty, entertaining and sad, also merits a prize for the writer, a lawyer and
one among many members of the fabled family who inherited the Vanderbilt name but not the wealth. "The
Commodore" (1794-1877) made $105 million by hook and by crook; Alva, wife of the founding father's son
William, went on spending sprees that later heirs followed. Stories about the author's ancestors have been
told before, but not so vividly as in his evocations of the snobbery, ostentation and profligacy that caused
"the fall of the House of Vanderbilt." Today's Vanderbilts are not rich-rich; the money is gone with the clan's
grand homes, felled by wrecking balls in New York and elsewhere, leaving only memories of a singular time
in the American past. Photos not seen by PW. BOMC alternate.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This could give Donald Trump nightmares: It is the story of how the seemingly solid fortune of railroad
mogul Commodore Vanderbilt was dissipated down to practically nothing in the space of a century. In this
family history, Vanderbilt dramatizes both the successes and excesses of America's Gilded Age--the
enormous new wealth, the lavish lifestyles, and, later, the desperate schemes to maintain social status and
fortune (contesting wills, matchmaking with nobility, and, most notably, battling for custody of "Little
Gloria"). But the story is not so much about people as the palaces they built--the Breakers, the Biltmore, and
mansions which used to occupy blocks of now-prime Manhattan real estate--all of which became white
elephants sold to preservation societies or Towers of Babels that fell under a wave of taxes and upkeep cost.
An absorbing social history. BOMC alternate.
- Judy Quinn, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover

Vanderbilt: the very name signifies wealth. The family patriarch, "the Commodore," built up a fortune that
made him the world's richest man by 1877. Yet, less than fifty years after the Commodore's death, one of his
direct descendants died penniless, and no Vanderbilt was counted among the world's richest people.
Fortune's Children tells the dramatic story of all the amazingly colorful spenders who dissipated such a vast
inheritance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Kissel:

The experience that you get from Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt may be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in



printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Fortune's Children:
The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt instantly.

Cora Spillane:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt,
you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Gale Coachman:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House
of Vanderbilt is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Kenneth Matson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt. You can more appealing than now.
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