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Hysteria has disappeared from contemporary culture only insofar as it has been
subjected to a repression through the popular diagnosis of 'borderline personality
disorder'.
In Hysteria the distinguished psychoanalyst Christopher Bollas offers an original
and illuminating theory of hysteria that weaves its well-known features -
repressed sexual ideas; indifference to conversion; over-identification with the
other - into the hysteric form.
Through a rereading of Freud, Bollas argues that sexuality in itself is traumatic to
all children, as it 'destroys' the relation to the mother, transfiguring her from
'mamma', the infant's caregiver, to 'mother', the child's and father's sex object. For
the hysteric this recognition is endlessly traumatic and the hysterical personality
forms itself into an organised opposition to this knowledge.
True to his earlier writings, Bollas' vision is thought provoking and mind
expanding. Hysteria brings new perspectives to long-standing ideas, making
enlightening reading for students and professionals involved in psychoanalysis
and psychotherapy alike, as well as the lay reader who takes an interest in the
formation of personality in western culture.
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Hysteria has disappeared from contemporary culture only insofar as it has been subjected to a repression
through the popular diagnosis of 'borderline personality disorder'.
In Hysteria the distinguished psychoanalyst Christopher Bollas offers an original and illuminating theory of
hysteria that weaves its well-known features - repressed sexual ideas; indifference to conversion; over-
identification with the other - into the hysteric form.
Through a rereading of Freud, Bollas argues that sexuality in itself is traumatic to all children, as it 'destroys'
the relation to the mother, transfiguring her from 'mamma', the infant's caregiver, to 'mother', the child's and
father's sex object. For the hysteric this recognition is endlessly traumatic and the hysterical personality
forms itself into an organised opposition to this knowledge.
True to his earlier writings, Bollas' vision is thought provoking and mind expanding. Hysteria brings new
perspectives to long-standing ideas, making enlightening reading for students and professionals involved in
psychoanalysis and psychotherapy alike, as well as the lay reader who takes an interest in the formation of
personality in western culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
Bollas draws on decades of clinical experience in Hysteria, and excites the imagination ... His blend of
theoretical speculation and clinical material is heady stuff.

About the Author
Christopher Bollas is a psychoanalyst in private practice in London. He is the author of The Shadow of the
Object (1987), Being a Character (1992), Cracking Up (1995), The New Informants (with David Sundelson)
(1995), and The Mystery of Things (1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Adams:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Hysteria book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Hysteria content conveys thinking easily
to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Hysteria is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

James Bassler:

The experience that you get from Hysteria is a more deep you excavating the information that hide within the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Hysteria giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Hysteria instantly.

Charles Towns:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Hysteria your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Hysteria
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?



Michael Espy:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Hysteria can give you a lot of buddies because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
We should have Hysteria.
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