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A ruthless dissection of American life in the late 1960s, Joan Didion's Play It as
It Lays captures the mood of an entire generation, the ennui of contemporary
society reflected in spare prose that blisters and haunts the reader. Set in a place
beyond good and evil-literally in Hollywood, Las Vegas, and the barren wastes
of the Mojave Desert, but figuratively in the landscape of an arid soul-it remains
more than three decades after its original publication a profoundly disturbing
novel, riveting in its exploration of a woman and a society in crisis and stunning
in the still-startling intensity of its prose.
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A ruthless dissection of American life in the late 1960s, Joan Didion's Play It as It Lays captures the mood of
an entire generation, the ennui of contemporary society reflected in spare prose that blisters and haunts the
reader. Set in a place beyond good and evil-literally in Hollywood, Las Vegas, and the barren wastes of the
Mojave Desert, but figuratively in the landscape of an arid soul-it remains more than three decades after its
original publication a profoundly disturbing novel, riveting in its exploration of a woman and a society in
crisis and stunning in the still-startling intensity of its prose.
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Editorial Review

Review

“There hasn't been another American writer of Joan Didion's quality since Nathanel West . . . A terrifying
book.” ?John Leonard, The New York Times

“Simple, restrained, intelligent, well-structured, witty, irresistibly relentless, forthright in diction, and
untainted by the sensational, Play It As It Lays is a book of outstanding literary quality.” ?Library Journal

“[A] scathing novel, distilling venom in tiny drops, revealing devastation in a sneer and fear in a handful of
atomic dust.” ?J. R. Frakes, Book World

About the Author
Joan Didion is the author of many works of fiction and nonfiction, as well as several screenplays written
with her late husband, John Gregory Dunne. Her books include The White Album, Play It As It Lays, and
Slouching Towards Bethlehem. She lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Play It As It Lays: A Novel (FSG Classics). You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort
of book Play It As It Lays: A Novel (FSG Classics). You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Kristy Abrahams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Play It As It Lays: A Novel
(FSG Classics). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Nicole Reagan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you



maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Play It As It Lays: A Novel
(FSG Classics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Robert Thomas:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Play It As It Lays: A Novel (FSG Classics).
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