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Irene Spencer did as she felt God commanded in becoming the second wife to her
brother-in-law Verlan LeBaron. When the government raided their community-
the Mormon village of Short Creek, Arizona-seeking to enforce the penalties for
practicing polygamy, Irene and her family fled to Verlan's family ranch in
Mexico. Here they lived in squalor and desolate conditions with Verlan's six
brothers, one sister, and numerous wives and children. This appalling and
astonishing tale has captured the attention of readers around the world. Irene's
inspirational story reveals how far religion can be stretched and abused and how
one woman and her children found their way out, into truth and redemption.
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Irene Spencer did as she felt God commanded in becoming the second wife to her brother-in-law Verlan
LeBaron. When the government raided their community-the Mormon village of Short Creek, Arizona-
seeking to enforce the penalties for practicing polygamy, Irene and her family fled to Verlan's family ranch
in Mexico. Here they lived in squalor and desolate conditions with Verlan's six brothers, one sister, and
numerous wives and children. This appalling and astonishing tale has captured the attention of readers
around the world. Irene's inspirational story reveals how far religion can be stretched and abused and how
one woman and her children found their way out, into truth and redemption.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Just as A Mormon Mother is the standout memoir of a 19th-century polygamous woman's life, this
autobiography offers the compelling voice of a contemporary plural wife's experiences. Daughter of a second
wife, Spencer was raised strictly in the Principle as it was lived secretly and illegally by fringe communities
of Mormon fundamentalists—groups that split off from the LDS Church when it abandoned polygamy more
than a century ago. In spite of her mother's warnings and the devotion of a boyfriend with monogamist
intentions, Spencer followed her religious convictions—that living in polygamy was essential for eternal
salvation—and became a second wife herself at the age of 16 in 1953. It's hard to tell which is more
devastating in this memoir: the strains of husband-sharing with—ultimately—nine other wives, or the
unremitting poverty that came with maintaining so many households and 56 children. Spencer's writing is
lively and full of engaging dialogue, and her life is nothing short of astonishing. After 28 years of
polygamous marriage, Spencer has lived the last 19 years in monogamy. Her story will be emotional and
shocking, but many readers will resonate with the universal question the memoir raises: how to reconcile
inherited religious beliefs when they grate against social norms and the deepest desires of the heart. (Aug. 22)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Spencer’s riveting memoir recounts her experiences as a plural wife. Merlington infuses her reading with a
sense of the author’s spiritual struggles over her lifestyle. She reads the early parts of the memoir dealing
with Spencer’s childhood in a brisk, almost youthful voice. After the author’s marriage at age 16 to Verlan
LeBaron, in which she became the second wife, Spencer’s sense of the ordinary collapses in her struggles to
understand the religious dictates of her marriage. Merlington expresses Spencer’s internal and external
conflicts with sympathetic understanding and heightens the woman’s physical and mental distress with a
well-modulated and clearly paced narration. The near death of her 10-month-old son is one of the many
horrors Spencer experienced during her 28-year marriage to LeBaron, and one that Merlington highlights
with an empathetic tone. --Mary McCay

Review
Spencer writes grippingly . . . in this brave and honest book, [and] lays bare the secrets of her heart and of a
devastating religious practice?People Magazine (4-star review)

[Irene's] story will be emotional and shocking, but many readers will resonate with the universal question the
memoir raises: how to reconcile inherited religious beliefs when they grate against social norms and the
deepest desires of the heart.?Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

The particular book Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife will bring you to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book
you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Dora Gourley:

Exactly why? Because this Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christopher Hill:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Shattered Dreams: My Life as a
Polygamist's Wife is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Anthony Carter:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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