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Domestic violence is a pervasive problem in our society that has only recently
come to be acknowledged in public discussion. Though many seeit as a socia
and political problem grounded in unequal gender roles, thislevel of analysis
fails to explain adequately why many battered women return to their abusers
despite intense suffering and the certainty of more physical violence.

The lllusion of Love challenges the prevailing model, which views the victim of
abuse as a normal woman who is unable to escape from her batterer due to the
effects of terror and psychological collapse. Instead, David Celani offers a new
answer?that women who are battered have a fundamental attraction to partners
who are abusive.

Based on hisyears of clinical experience treating battered women, Celani applies
object relations theory and case examples from his own practice to show that
many women?and indeed some men?are unconsciously drawn to abusive
partners because of personality disorders caused by childhood abuse and neglect.
He argues that any effective treatment for battered women must help unravel
futile and self-defeating patterns, such as ones that spring from fears of
abandonment and fascination with men who produce exaggerated promises of
love followed by extreme rejecting behaviors.

The lllusion of Love examines the personalities of abusers as well, many of
whom suffer from narcissism, a disorder that is aso often associated with
childhood abuse and neglect. Narcissistic men lash out violently in an attempt to
control their own fears or abandonment and to compensate for unsatisfied
emotional needs.

Celani concludes that domestic violence is often the tragic result of aunion
between individuals with complementary personality disorders. Hisfindings fly
in the face of the palitically correct refusal to examine the behavior of the victim
of abuse, a strategy that has led to a severe misunderstanding of the dynamics of
the battering scenario. The lllusion of Love calls for primary prevention of
neglectful parenting to stem the tide of abuse in the future, offering tangible hope
for the treatment of victims of abuse as they attempt to extricate themselves from
unhealthy, damaging relationships.
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Domestic violence is a pervasive problem in our society that has only recently come to be acknowledged in
public discussion. Though many see it asasocial and political problem grounded in unequal gender roles,
thislevel of analysisfailsto explain adequately why many battered women return to their abusers despite
intense suffering and the certainty of more physical violence.

The Illusion of Love challenges the prevailing model, which views the victim of abuse as a normal woman
who is unable to escape from her batterer due to the effects of terror and psychological collapse. Instead,
David Celani offers a new answer?that women who are battered have afundamental attraction to partners
who are abusive.

Based on hisyears of clinical experience treating battered women, Celani applies object relations theory and
case examples from his own practice to show that many women?and indeed some men?are unconsciously
drawn to abusive partners because of personality disorders caused by childhood abuse and neglect. He argues
that any effective treatment for battered women must help unravel futile and self-defeating patterns, such as
ones that spring from fears of abandonment and fascination with men who produce exaggerated promises of
love followed by extreme rejecting behaviors.

The lllusion of Love examines the personalities of abusers aswell, many of whom suffer from narcissism, a
disorder that is also often associated with childhood abuse and neglect. Narcissistic men lash out violently in
an attempt to control their own fears or abandonment and to compensate for unsatisfied emotional needs.

Celani concludes that domestic violence is often the tragic result of a union between individuals with
complementary personality disorders. His findings fly in the face of the politically correct refusal to examine
the behavior of the victim of abuse, a strategy that has led to a severe misunderstanding of the dynamics of
the battering scenario. The Illusion of Love calls for primary prevention of neglectful parenting to stem the
tide of abuse in the future, offering tangible hope for the trestment of victims of abuse as they attempt to
extricate themselves from unhealthy, damaging relationships.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Celani uses case examples from his own practice to argue that domestic violence results from the tragic
union between individuals with complementary personality disorders stemming from childhood abuse and
neglect.” -- "Times Literary Supplement”

"Celani uses case examples from his own practice to argue that domestic violence results from the tragic
union between individuals with complementary personality disorders stemming from childhood abuse and
neglect." -- Times Literary Supplement

"Celani uses case examples from his own practice to argue that domestic violence results from the tragic
union between individuals with complementary personality disorders stemming from childhood abuse and
neglect." -- "Times Literary Supplement"

From the Back Cover

'For clinical psychologist Celani, Fairbairn's object relations theory is the key: he argues that battered and
battering spouses manifest complementary personality disorders, both in response to neglectful, rejecting
parents. Because abuser and abused failed to achieve differentiation, introjection, and integration in
childhood, both seek love from--and fear loss of--an adult partner who is as incapable of meeting their needs
as their parents were.' -- Booklist

About the Author
David P. Celani isaclinical psychologist in private practice in Vermont.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elliot Weber:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardin de infancia until university need this particular The lllusion of Love to read.

Barry Whitfield:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for awhile isreading. Y eah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Illusion of Love book as basic
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.



Arthur Fabry:

Often the book The Illusion of Love will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author
styleto spell out theideais very unigue. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Illusion of Love is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Larose;

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Illusion of Love, you
could enjoy bath. It isvery good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang typeisit?
Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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