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"Seven-year-old Juan lives in Guatemala, a place of stunning beauty and grim
economic reality. Abandoned by his mother, Juan lives with his grandmother and
shines shoes. He passionately wants to attend school, but fears Grandmother will
say no. Finally gathering his courage, he is surprised when she not only agrees to
send him to school but also chides him about the importance of standing up for
himself. Juan tells this bittersweet story, which reads smoothly and powerfully on
several levels, with warmth and dignity."--Booklist.  
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 2-5 Juan lives in a remote Guatemalan lake village, physically beautiful, yet desolate with the poverty
that is matter-of-factly described by the young protagonist. When Juan's mother wants to remarry, the new
man refuses to accept Juan, and he lives with his grandmother, who provides him with a shoeshine kit and
puts him to work. Juan teaches himself to read some of the street signs by asking his customers to tell him
what the letters are, and eventually asks his grandmother if he can go to school, knowing that she needs the
money that he earns. All is well, however; Grandmother simply hasn't remembered that Juan is now old
enough for school. Her own surprise is nothing compared to readers', though, when they discover that this
boy, virtually on his own for years, is only seven years old. Colorful descriptions of the tropical beauty of
Guatemala almost gloss over the exigencies of poverty. Cameron's style has almost a fairy-tale quality in that
she takes no positions as to the rights and wrongs of the characters' situations or behaviors. Juan accepts all
with stoicism, regarding the loss of his bed as worse than the loss of mother and father. He reflects that he
still has his grandmother ( even though her protection seems rather scanty). Their hand-to-mouth existence is
redeemed by their attitudes about lifeGrandmother's that the most beautiful place in the world is "anyplace
you can hold your head up," and Juan's that that place is "where you love somebody. . .and you know that
person loves you." A small , first-chapter book that is a very satisfying example of human values; a serious
book for serious moments. Ruth Semrau, Lovejoy School, McKinney, Tex.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
"Seven-year-old Juan lives in Guatemala, a place of stunning beauty and grim economic reality. Abandoned
by his mother, Juan lives with his grandmother and shines shoes. He passionately wants to attend school, but
fears Grandmother will say no. Finally gathering his courage, he is surprised when she not only agrees to
send him to school but also chides him about the importance of standing up for himself. Juan tells this
bittersweet story, which reads smoothly and powerfully on several levels, with warmth and dignity."--
"Booklist.

About the Author
Ann Cameron says she writes books to "capture the positive energy of life," a statement fully supported by
The Most Beautiful Place in the World.   She is the best-selling author of many popular books for children,
including The Stories Julian Tells, More Stories Julian Tells, The Stories Huey Tells, and More Stories Huey
Tells.    Ms. Cameron lives in Guatemala.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

The book The Most Beautiful Place in the World can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Most Beautiful
Place in the World? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Most Beautiful Place in the World has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Deborah Hart:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Most Beautiful Place in the World can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Christopher McCrady:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Most Beautiful
Place in the World which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Marlyn Melia:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Most Beautiful Place in the World we can take more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book The Most
Beautiful Place in the World. You can more attractive than now.
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