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The gene's eye view of life, proposed in Richard Dawkins acclaimed bestseller
The Selfish Gene, sees living bodies as mere vehicles for the replication of
genetic codes. But in The Music of Life, world renowned physiologist Denis
Noble argues that, to truly understand life, we must look beyond the "selfish
gene" to consider life on a much wider variety of levels.

Life, Noble asserts, isakind of music, a symphonic interplay between genes,
cells, organs, body, and environment. He weaves this musical metaphor
throughout this personal and deeply lyrical work, illuminating ideas that might
otherwise be daunting to non-scientists. In elegant prose, Noble sets out a
cutting-edge aternative to the gene's eye view, offering aradical switch of
perception in which genes are seen as prisoners and the organism itself isa
complex system of many interacting levels. In his more expansive view, life
emerges as a process, the ebb and flow of activity in an intricate web of
connections. He introduces readers to the realm of systems biology, afield that
has been growing in strength in the past decade. Noble, himself one of the
founders of thisfield, argues modern systems biology may be the view we need
to adopt to gain a deeper understanding of the nature of life.

Drawing on his experiences in his research on the heartbeat, and on evolutionary
biology, development, medicine, philosophy, linguistics, and Chinese culture,
Noble presents us with a profound and very modern reflection on the nature of
life.
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The gene's eye view of life, proposed in Richard Dawkins acclaimed bestseller The Selfish Gene, seesliving
bodies as mere vehicles for the replication of genetic codes. But in The Music of Life, world renowned
physiologist Denis Noble argues that, to truly understand life, we must look beyond the "selfish gene” to
consider life on amuch wider variety of levels.

Life, Noble asserts, is akind of music, a symphonic interplay between genes, cells, organs, body, and
environment. He weaves this musical metaphor throughout this personal and deeply lyrical work,
illuminating ideas that might otherwise be daunting to non-scientists. In elegant prose, Noble sets out a
cutting-edge alternative to the gene's eye view, offering aradical switch of perception in which genes are
seen as prisoners and the organism itself is a complex system of many interacting levels. In hismore
expansive view, life emerges as a process, the ebb and flow of activity in an intricate web of connections. He
introduces readers to the realm of systems biology, afield that has been growing in strength in the past
decade. Noble, himself one of the founders of thisfield, argues modern systems biology may be the view we
need to adopt to gain a deeper understanding of the nature of life.

Drawing on his experiencesin his research on the heartbeat, and on evolutionary biology, development,
medicine, philosophy, linguistics, and Chinese culture, Noble presents us with a profound and very modern
reflection on the nature of life.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Review from previous edition A beautifully written book... After the great successes of molecular biology,
the time has come to re-assembl e the organism. Denis Noble tells us why this needs to be done. He also tells
us how we should go about it. Strongly recommended. ' Sir Patrick Bateson, F.R.S., Emeritus Professor of
Ethology, Cambridge

“highly evocative essay' Steven Poole, The Guardian

About the Author

Denis Nable is Emeritus Professor of Cardiovascular Physiology at the University of Oxford. He was
Chairman of the International Union of Physiological Sciences World Congressin 1993, and Secretary-
Genera of IUPS from 1993-2001.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur Coe:

The book The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes make you fedl enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should
use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book
The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Evelyn Wiley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Music of Life:
Biology Beyond Genes suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genesis the main one of several booksin which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Abel Cooke:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not hoping The Music of Life: Biology Beyond
Genes that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all



over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
may pick The Music of Life: Biology Beyond Genes become your starter.

Lauren Zavala:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Music of Life: Biology Beyond
Genes reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Music of Life:
Biology Beyond Genes as good book not only by the cover but aso by content. Thisis one publication that
can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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