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This is the third of four volumes in a series acclaimed by both historians and
geographers for its breathtaking scope and originality. D. W. Meinig continues
his riveting account of America’s interwoven history and geography, describing
the expanding country’s development from the mid-nineteenth century to 1915.
To accompany his interpretation of America’s geographic evolution, Meinig
offers forty superb new maps and forty-five other illustrations. Each original map
enhances our historical understanding of the patterns, features, and themes of
American history.

The book begins with the struggle over where to build the Pacific railway and fix
the nation’s first transcontinental axis. Meinig portrays in detail the settlement of
the diverse regions of the American West and how these many “Wests” were
incorporated into the growing nation. He then examines the South as an imperial
province and the dominance of the American Core over an increasingly
consolidated nation. In conclusion, the author considers America’s imperial
pressures upon Canada and Mexico, the country’s overt expansions in the
Caribbean and the Pacific, and the Panama Canal as a transcontinental
completion.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"Meinig has written a major scholarly work with this first volume in a projected three-volume study . . . a
fresh look at history," wrote PW of this examination into the geographical nuances, political upheavals and
historical phenomena that created America. Illustrated.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
These two volumes herald important new interpretations of America's development. Both are the first of
projected multivolume efforts by distinguished scholars. Bailyn will cover the period 1500 to the Industrial
Revolution, and Meinig will deal with the years 1492 to 1990. The volumes reviewed here cover roughly the
same time period. They are complementary, portraying early America in a larger context, as an outpost of
civilization and subject to continual change in these formative years. Bailyn sketches the main themes of his
series. "Peopling" is used in its broadest sense, making reference to old country mobility, its "spillover" to
America, America's highly differentiated settlement, and the importance of labor scarcity and land
speculation in creating "the powerful American magnet." Bailyn views this early America as an exotic
"Western borderland world of Britain," combining "primitivism" (e.g., Indian wars and slavery) and
"progressive civilization." Meinig's work differs considerably from Bailyn's in scope and approach, going
well beyond British North America and employing a geographer's perspective to explore "social and cultural
patterns." In doing this, Meinig ably proves that geography has been seriously "undervalued" in the study of
America's development. Especially noteworthy is Meinig's major theme that America has been "created by
massive aggression against a long succession of peoples." Both books are very highly recommended for
academic and large public libraries. Roy H. Tryon, Delaware State Archives, Dover
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The author of Atlantic America and Continental America gives us another extraordinary book, this one
about the impact of the acquisition of a western empire upon the U.S. and how railways 'a space-conquering
instrument of revolutionary possibilities' helped to reknit the nation, fractured by Civil War, back together
again...In characteristically powerful prose, Meinig offers a major retelling of the nation's emergence to
world power." Kirkus Reviews (starred review) "The doyen of North American historical geography, Meinig
offers a distinctive interpretation that depends much on his literary skill, spatial imagination, and flair for
profound simplification...[His] arguments are sustained by [numerous] maps and...illustrations, which act as
didactic devices for Meinig's insightful analysis." Choice

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Shaping of America: A Geographical
Perspective on 500 Years of History, Volume 3: Transcontinental America, 1850-1915 book as this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there



is no doubt in it you know.

Frances Fortier:

Exactly why? Because this The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of History,
Volume 3: Transcontinental America, 1850-1915 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Lillian Vaughn:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of History,
Volume 3: Transcontinental America, 1850-1915 can make you experience more interested to read.

Mark Smith:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of History, Volume 3:
Transcontinental America, 1850-1915 when you desired it?
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