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War demands that scholars and policy makers use victory in precise and coherent
terms to communicate what the state seeks to achieve in war. The failure
historically to define victory in consistent terms has contributed to confused
debates when societies consider whether to wage war. This volume explores the
development of a theoretical narrative or language of victory to help scholars and
policy makers define carefully and precisely what they mean by victory in war in
order to achieve a deeper understanding of victory as the foundation of strategy
in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"William Martel has written and expanded an exceptional work on a critical subject. His book, Victory in
War, insightfully addresses an issue that has plagued our modern strategic decision makers. Since the end of
World War II, they have failed to effectively and clearly define and articulate 'victory' in the conflicts we
fought. This work has been brilliantly researched and presented. Martel's book should be required reading for
all those who set our strategic course and for all those who want to understand how this should be done."
- General Anthony C. Zinni USMC (Retired)

"What does it mean to win a war? This question has never been more important than it is today, as ongoing
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan raise existential questions about the meaning of victory. Yet among the
hundreds of works of serious military theory from ancient times to the present, few writers have addressed
this question directly, and none has done so systematically. In Victory in War, William Martel has produced
an important work on a vitally important subject."
- Fred Kagan, Resident Scholar, American Enterprise Institute

"Martel offers a comprehensive and theoretically guided analysis of the meaning of victory in war that takes
one well beyond the accumulation of battlefield successes to a deep appreciation of all the dimensions
victory has as a warfare goal. The framework he creates is valuable for both students of war and those who
make it."
- Harvey M. Sapolsky, Professor Emeritus and former Director of the MIT Security Studies Program

"William Martel has written a theoretical narrative of what the phrase 'victory in warfare' actually means. He
points out throughout his excellent study that unless policy makers articulate in more precise and systematic
language exactly what constitutes victory, that failure to do so usually results in a slow but steady erosion in
support of any military effort. Small setbacks become major decisive turning points. Public support soon
wavers. Martel's book goes a long way toward correcting misconceptions about what it means to be
victorious in war. I predict this book will become required reading for all students of national security
affairs."
- Charles P. Neimeyer, Director and Chief, USMC History, Quantico, VA

"Martel gives us an important book on a pressing subject of overriding importance to policy makers and
military planners - namely, how do we define victory in the post-modern, post- heroic age of gritty little wars
waged to stop regional bullies, terrorists, and other desperadoes?"
- Geoff Wawro, Professor of Military History, University of North Texas

"In this important and unfailingly intelligent book on the meaning and form of victory in war, William
Martel fills a wide and sorely-felt lacuna in strategic theory. Developing and greatly expanding on the ideas
of Sun Tzu, Clausewitz and Liddell Hart, he distinguishes between tactical, strategic and grand strategic
victories and considers what it takes to achieve and sustain them. Stimulating and laying the ground for
thought on the subtle interplay between aims and means required to achieve success in war, Victory in War
is of crucial relevance to policy makers, strategists and scholars alike."
- Azar Gat, Ezer Weitzman Chair of National Security, Tel Aviv University

"William Martel has provided a very useful summary of the thinking about and meaning of victory
throughout history, which will enrich our discussions about the wars with which we are presently involved."



- Robert D. Kaplan, Senior Fellow, Center for a New American Security

About the Author
William C. Martel is Associate Professor of International Security Studies. His research and teaching
interests are in international security and public policy. Formerly a Professor of National Security Affairs at
the Naval War College, he also served on the professional staff of the RAND Corporation in Washington,
DC. He has been a consultant to the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, the Office of the
Secretary of Defense, the U.S. Air Force and the USAF Scientific Advisory Board, and the National Security
Council.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

The guide untitled Victory in War: Foundations of Modern Strategy is the reserve that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Victory in War: Foundations of Modern
Strategy from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Carmela Williams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Victory in War: Foundations of Modern Strategy it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Brittany Schafer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Victory in War:
Foundations of Modern Strategy that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Victory in War: Foundations of Modern Strategy become your
own personal starter.



Lloyd North:

This Victory in War: Foundations of Modern Strategy is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Victory in
War: Foundations of Modern Strategy can be the light food for you because the information inside this book
is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.
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