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The first edition of A Contemporary Introduction to Sociology was the first truly
new introductory sociology textbook in decades. Written by two leading
sociologists at the cutting edge of theory and research, the text reflected the
idioms and interests of contemporary American life and global social issues. The
second edition continues to invite students to reflect upon their lives within the
context of the combustible leap from modern to postmodern life. The authors
show how culture is central to understanding many world problems as they
challenge readers to confront the risks and potentialities of a postmodern era in
which the futures of both the physical and social environment seem uncertain. As
culture rapidly changes in the 21st century, the authors have broadened their
analysis to cover developments in social media and new data on gender and
transgender issues.
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Editorial Review

Review
Treats sociology as a living, vibrant discipline. The book is a masterful synthesis written in a style that is at
once sophisticated, engaging, and accessible. I can think of no better way to introduce my students to the
discipline. -- Peter Kivisto, Augustana College Alexander and Thompson have produced the modern
textbook we have all been waiting for-comprehensive and coherent, but above all intelligent. Designed to
make teaching sociology unproblematic, the book is the ideal combination of theory, evidence, and
accessibility. -- Bryan S. Turner, editor of The Cambridge Dictionary of Sociology Sets new standards in
speaking directly to students of the most significant recent developments in sociology and social changes
they are living. It shows how inspiring the sociological imagination can be in areas like media, sexuality,
gender relations, inequality, and globalization. -- Lyn Spillman, University of Notre Dame A truly
contemporary sociology, one that mines the classics of sociology for insights into a profoundly changed,
postmodern world. Most important, the book reminds us of sociology's capacity to surprise. -- Francesca
Polletta, University of California-Irvine An extraordinary textbook that synthesizes a wealth of sociological
studies. The book is engaging and readable, key concepts are clearly defined, and important theories are
succinctly explicated. I highly recommend it to students and faculty alike. -- William Julius Wilson, Harvard
University

About the Author

Jeffrey C. Alexander is the Lillian Chavenson Saden Professor of Sociology at Yale University, where he is
co-director of the Center for Cultural Sociology. Among his many influential books is The Civic Sphere
(Oxford University Press, 2006). He is also co-editor of the Yale Cultural Sociology Series (Paradigm
Publishers).

Kenneth Thompson, Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the Open University, has held positions at Yale,
UCLA, Rutgers, and Smith. He is the author of Moral Panics (Routledge, 1998).

Laura Desfor Edles received her doctorate in Sociology from UCLA. Dr. Edles has published articles on race
and ethnicity in cultural sociology, and is the co-author (with Scott Appelrouth) of Sociological Theory in
the Classical Era. She teaches sociology at California State University, Northridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Contemporary Introduction to Sociology: Culture and
Society in Transition seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Contemporary Introduction to Sociology:
Culture and Society in Transition is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Contemporary Introduction to Sociology: Culture and Society in Transition.
You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.



Andrew Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Contemporary Introduction to Sociology:
Culture and Society in Transition publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Contemporary Introduction to Sociology: Culture and Society in Transition as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Janice Saucier:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Contemporary Introduction to
Sociology: Culture and Society in Transition is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jason Serrano:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the book
Contemporary Introduction to Sociology: Culture and Society in Transition we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book
Contemporary Introduction to Sociology: Culture and Society in Transition. You can more attractive than
now.
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