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An edgy, realistic debut novel praised by the New York Times bestselling author
of Between Shades of Gray, Ruta Sepetys, as “a beautiful reminder that amid our
broken pieces we can truly find ourselves.”

Alexi Littrell hasn’t told anyone what happened to her over the summer by her
backyard pool. Instead, she hides in her closet, counts the slats in the air vent,
and compulsively scratches the back of her neck, trying to make the outside hurt
more than the inside does—and deal with the trauma.

When Bodee Lennox—“the Kool-Aid Kid”—moves in with the Littrells after a
family tragedy, Alexi discovers an unlikely friend in this quiet, awkward boy
who has secrets of his own. As their friendship grows, Alexi gives him the
strength to deal with his past, and Bodee helps her summon the courage to find
her voice and speak up about the rape that has changed the course of her life.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Sixteen-year-old Alexi has a secret; something bad happened to her last summer, but she is not saying what.
Publicly, she pretends that everything is alright, but privately, she counts compulsively and painfully
scratches herself. She is, she thinks, “fresh out of happy,” but “faking normal” is a skill she learned last
summer. Then Bodee—the quiet, shy boy next door—moves in with her family, and Alexi finds a friend and
confidant. Meanwhile, an unknown boy begins leaving song lyrics for Alexi that have an uncanny capacity
to capture her moods. She calls the boy Captain Lyric and realizes that she is falling in love with him. But
who is he? And what is the secret Alexi resolutely continues to keep? First-time novelist Stevens does a nice
job of managing these unknowns, though many readers will have guessed the answers before the big reveals.
Nevertheless, Alexi, though occasionally exasperating, is a well realized, sympathetic character, as is Bodee,
and the resolution of their slowly evolving relationship is deeply satisfying. An engaging read for romance
fans. Grades 9-12. --Michael Cart

Review
“A beautiful reminder that amidst our broken pieces we can truly find ourselves.” (Ruta Sepetys, New York
Times Bestselling Author of Between Shades of Gray)

“Somewhere between Sarah Dessen and Laurie Halse Anderson lies Stevens’s rich debut about two
adolescents grappling with extraordinary trauma....the mood is intense and the story moves briskly, complete
with an ending so surprising that some readers may flip back to the beginning to start fresh.” (Publishers
Weekly)

“Reminiscent of Melinda in Speak, Alexi tries to find her voice. A story that resonates.” (Kirkus)

“Debut novelist Stevens has written a powerful and fast-paced first-person story of a young woman who
finds an inner strength she never knew she possessed.” (Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA))

From the Back Cover

Alexi Littrell hasn't told anyone what happened to her over the summer by her backyard pool. Instead, she
hides in her closet, counts the slats in the air vent, and compulsively scratches the back of her neck, trying to
make the outside hurt more than the inside does.

When Bodee Lennox—"the Kool-Aid Kid"—moves in with the Littrells after a family tragedy, Alexi
discovers an unlikely friend in this quiet, awkward boy who has secrets of his own. As their friendship
grows, Alexi gives him the strength to deal with his past, and Bodee helps her summon the courage to find
her voice and speak up.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Faking Normal to read.

Gregory Phipps:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically
the Faking Normal is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joseph Sutton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Faking
Normal, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Dwight Bailey:

This Faking Normal is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information
accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Faking Normal in your hand like having the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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