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This book explores the relationship between gender, religion and political action
in Indonesia, examining the patterns of gender orders that have prevailed in
recent history, and demonstrating the different forms of social power this has
afforded to women. It sets out the part played by women in the nationalist
movement, and the role of the women’s movement in the structuring of the
independent Indonesian state, the politics of the immediate post-independence
period and the transition to the authoritarian New Order. It analyses in detail the
gender relations of the New Order regime, focused around the unitary family
form supposed by the family system expounded in the New Order ideology and
the contradictory implications of the opening up of the economy to foreign
capital and ideas, for gender relations. It examines the forms of political activism
that were possible for the women’s movement under the New Order, and the role
it played in the fall of Suharto and the transition to democracy. The relationship
between Islam and women in Indonesia is also addressed, with particular focus
on the way in which Islam became a critical focus for political dissent in the late
New Order period. Overall, this book provides a thorough investigation of the
relationship between gender, religion and democracy in Indonesia, and is a vital
resource for students of gender studies and Indonesian affairs.
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This book explores the relationship between gender, religion and political action in Indonesia, examining the
patterns of gender orders that have prevailed in recent history, and demonstrating the different forms of
social power this has afforded to women. It sets out the part played by women in the nationalist movement,
and the role of the women’s movement in the structuring of the independent Indonesian state, the politics of
the immediate post-independence period and the transition to the authoritarian New Order. It analyses in
detail the gender relations of the New Order regime, focused around the unitary family form supposed by the
family system expounded in the New Order ideology and the contradictory implications of the opening up of
the economy to foreign capital and ideas, for gender relations. It examines the forms of political activism that
were possible for the women’s movement under the New Order, and the role it played in the fall of Suharto
and the transition to democracy. The relationship between Islam and women in Indonesia is also addressed,
with particular focus on the way in which Islam became a critical focus for political dissent in the late New
Order period. Overall, this book provides a thorough investigation of the relationship between gender,
religion and democracy in Indonesia, and is a vital resource for students of gender studies and Indonesian
affairs.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is a remarkable analysis of changing gender patterns in one of the world's most populous and
diverse countries. Starting from the kaleidoscope of masculinities and femininities in Indonesia's many
cultures, Kathryn Robinson takes us on a gripping historical trip through independence, dictatorship, Islamic
movements, globalization and democratic transition. She shows how gender relations have become the target
of politics and have gradually been transformed on a vast scale.

This extraordinary work of social science is valuable for everyone concerned with Indonesia or concerned
with gender in the contemporary world."- Raewyn Connell (University of Sydney, Australia)

 

'For both scholarly and general readers with an interest in the fascinating study of gender in this Southeast
Asian realm, this book should be at the top of anyone's list. Summing Up: Essential. All levels/libraries. --
CHOICE October 2009, S. Ferzacca, University of Lethbridge

About the Author

Kathryn Robinson is Professor in the Department of Anthropology, Research School of Pacific and Asian
Studies at The Australian National University. She is editor of the Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology. Her
research interests focus on women’s social participation in Indonesia, including women’s political activism,
Islam and international female labour migration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

The book Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in
Asia Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies
Association of Australia, Women in Asia Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in Asia
Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Leslie Hackett:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled



Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in Asia Series)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Gender, Islam and Democracy in
Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in Asia Series) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Robert Hutzler:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in
Asia Series) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Marion Richey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia,
Women in Asia Series) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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