
Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender
and Sex in an African Society (Critique.
Influence. Change)

By Ifi Amadiume

Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society
(Critique. Influence. Change) By Ifi Amadiume

In 1987, more than a decade before the dawn of queer theory, Ifi Amadiume
published the groundbreaking Male Daughters, Female Husbands to critical
acclaim. This compelling, enduring, and highly original book argues that gender,
as constructed in Western feminist discourse, did not exist in Africa before the
colonial imposition of a dichotomous understanding of sexual difference.
Amadiume examines the African societal structures that enabled people to
achieve power within fluid masculine and feminine roles.

At a time when gender and queer theory is viewed by many as overly focused on
identity politics, this apt text not only warns against the danger of projecting
Western notions of difference onto other cultures, but also questions the very
concept of gender itself. Essential reading for anyone involved in gender studies
or anthropology, this outstanding new edition of Male Daughters, Female
Husbands will be invaluable for the next generation of researchers.
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In 1987, more than a decade before the dawn of queer theory, Ifi Amadiume published the groundbreaking
Male Daughters, Female Husbands to critical acclaim. This compelling, enduring, and highly original book
argues that gender, as constructed in Western feminist discourse, did not exist in Africa before the colonial
imposition of a dichotomous understanding of sexual difference. Amadiume examines the African societal
structures that enabled people to achieve power within fluid masculine and feminine roles.

At a time when gender and queer theory is viewed by many as overly focused on identity politics, this apt
text not only warns against the danger of projecting Western notions of difference onto other cultures, but
also questions the very concept of gender itself. Essential reading for anyone involved in gender studies or
anthropology, this outstanding new edition of Male Daughters, Female Husbands will be invaluable for the
next generation of researchers.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Meticulously researched. . . . An extremely important contribution.”
(Africa)

“This is a text that should be read widely and includes women's studies, social sciences and history. It will
surely be an important statement in the catalogue of anti-colonialist historiography.”

(West Africa)

“Required reading in a cross-cultural women's studies course. . . . Well researched, clearly written, with a
good bibliography, and efficiently produced. It can be depended upon to provoke lively discussion.”

(Choice)

“Essential reading for anyone interested in fundamental thinking about the issues of gender and sex in pre-
colonial societies.”

(Guardian (Nigeria))

“Ifi Amadiume, a Nigerian sociologist, has stepped out of the academic sidelines to tackle head on the issue
of racist social anthropology.”
(Africa Events)

1989 Outstanding Academic Title
(Choice)

“Male Daughters, Female Husbands is a groundbreaking work in the study of gender in Africa. It presents a
subtle, honest and clear portrait of gendered roles that upsets both the usual Western assumptions about how
human societies can be organized and several propagandistic treatments of gender in Africa that have been
published in the intervening years. This new edition of Amadiume's magnum opus deserves to be widely
read.”

(J. Lorand Matory, Duke University)

“Male Daughters and Female Husbands is a brilliant inspiration to open up gender theory to the originality
of African philosophies of being, social life and power. Amadiume argues, from detailed evidence, that new
potential emerges when we search past 'suppressed and fragmented information', to find Africa's own
concepts and practices of matricentricity and genderlessness, and the social history of women's movements.”

(Jane I. Guyer, Johns Hopkins University)

About the Author

Ifi Amadiume is associate professor at Dartmouth College and an award-winning Nigerian poet,
anthropologist, and essayist.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Male
Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique. Influence. Change) suitable
to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Male Daughters,
Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique. Influence. Change)is the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Ramona Johnson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an
African Society (Critique. Influence. Change) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Thelma Brady:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique.
Influence. Change) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Deborah Wilkerson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique.
Influence. Change). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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