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Humans are a striking anomaly in the natural world. While we are similar to
other mammals in many ways, our behavior sets us apart. Our unparalleled
ability to adapt has allowed us to occupy virtually every habitat on earth using an
incredible variety of tools and subsistence techniques. Our societies are larger,
more complex, and more cooperative than any other mammal's. In this stunning
exploration of human adaptation, Peter J. Richerson and Robert Boyd argue that
only a Darwinian theory of cultural evolution can explain these unique
characteristics.

Not by Genes Alone offers a radical interpretation of human evolution, arguing
that our ecological dominance and our singular social systems stem from a
psychology uniquely adapted to create complex culture. Richerson and Boyd
illustrate here that culture is neither superorganic nor the handmaiden of the
genes. Rather, it is essential to human adaptation, as much a part of human
biology as bipedal locomotion. Drawing on work in the fields of anthropology,
political science, sociology, and economics—and building their case with such
fascinating examples as kayaks, corporations, clever knots, and yams that require
twelve men to carry them—Richerson and Boyd convincingly demonstrate that
culture and biology are inextricably linked, and they show us how to think about
their interaction in a way that yields a richer understanding of human nature.

In abandoning the nature-versus-nurture debate as fundamentally misconceived,
Not by Genes Alone is a truly original and groundbreaking theory of the role of
culture in evolution and a book to be reckoned with for generations to come.

“I continue to be surprised by the number of educated people (many of them
biologists) who think that offering explanations for human behavior in terms of
culture somehow disproves the suggestion that human behavior can be explained
in Darwinian evolutionary terms. Fortunately, we now have a book to which they
may be directed for enlightenment . . . . It is a book full of good sense and the
kinds of intellectual rigor and clarity of writing that we have come to expect from
the Boyd/Richerson stable.”—Robin Dunbar, Nature

“Not by Genes Alone is a valuable and very readable synthesis of a still
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embryonic but very important subject straddling the sciences and
humanities.”—E. O. Wilson, Harvard University
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Humans are a striking anomaly in the natural world. While we are similar to other mammals in many ways,
our behavior sets us apart. Our unparalleled ability to adapt has allowed us to occupy virtually every habitat
on earth using an incredible variety of tools and subsistence techniques. Our societies are larger, more
complex, and more cooperative than any other mammal's. In this stunning exploration of human adaptation,
Peter J. Richerson and Robert Boyd argue that only a Darwinian theory of cultural evolution can explain
these unique characteristics.

Not by Genes Alone offers a radical interpretation of human evolution, arguing that our ecological
dominance and our singular social systems stem from a psychology uniquely adapted to create complex
culture. Richerson and Boyd illustrate here that culture is neither superorganic nor the handmaiden of the
genes. Rather, it is essential to human adaptation, as much a part of human biology as bipedal locomotion.
Drawing on work in the fields of anthropology, political science, sociology, and economics—and building
their case with such fascinating examples as kayaks, corporations, clever knots, and yams that require twelve
men to carry them—Richerson and Boyd convincingly demonstrate that culture and biology are inextricably
linked, and they show us how to think about their interaction in a way that yields a richer understanding of
human nature.

In abandoning the nature-versus-nurture debate as fundamentally misconceived, Not by Genes Alone is a
truly original and groundbreaking theory of the role of culture in evolution and a book to be reckoned with
for generations to come.

“I continue to be surprised by the number of educated people (many of them biologists) who think that
offering explanations for human behavior in terms of culture somehow disproves the suggestion that human
behavior can be explained in Darwinian evolutionary terms. Fortunately, we now have a book to which they
may be directed for enlightenment . . . . It is a book full of good sense and the kinds of intellectual rigor and
clarity of writing that we have come to expect from the Boyd/Richerson stable.”—Robin Dunbar, Nature

“Not by Genes Alone is a valuable and very readable synthesis of a still embryonic but very important subject
straddling the sciences and humanities.”—E. O. Wilson, Harvard University
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Editorial Review

Review
"Not by Genes Alone is a valuable and very readable synthesis of a still embryonic but very important
subject straddling the sciences and humanities." - E. O. Wilson, Harvard University "I continue to be
surprised by the number of educated people (many of them biologists) who think that offering explanations
for human behavior in terms of culture somehow disproves the suggestion that human behavior can be
explained in Darwinian evolutionary terms. Fortunately, we now have a book to which they may be directed
for enlightenment.... It is a book full of good sense and the kinds of intellectual rigor and clarity of writing
that we have come to expect from the Boyd/Richerson stable." - Robin Dunbar, Nature"

About the Author

Peter J. Richerson is professor of environmental science at the University of California, Davis. Robert
Boyd is professor of anthropology at the University of California, Los Angeles. Prolific authors and editors,
they coauthored Culture and the Evolutionary Process, published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Campbell:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed
Human Evolution. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important some sort of book Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed Human Evolution. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Pamela Watkins:

The book Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed Human Evolution can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed Human Evolution? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed Human Evolution has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Maria Hughes:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Not by Genes Alone: How Culture
Transformed Human Evolution is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Doris Snell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Not by Genes Alone: How Culture
Transformed Human Evolution or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed Human Evolution to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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