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Only in the past century have Americans been able to see their country from the
air, to view its majestic natural and manmade topography and muse how it came
to look the way it does. Landscape architect James Corner and aerial
photographer Alex MacL ean now present breathtaking photographs, exquisite
map-drawings, and thoughtful essays that record their flights across the
continental United States and express their growing understanding of the way the
American landscape has been forged by various culturesin the past and what the
possibilities are for its future design.

The book traces the influence on the American landscape of the Anasazi and the
Hopi in the southwest, the French along the Mississippi, the British in the east,
the pioneer Americans across the plains, and the technological society across
much of modern-day America. It investigates the ways in which landscape
representation--particularly aerial vision--not only reflects a given reality but aso
constitutes away of seeing and acting in the world. It discusses the many
meanings of measure--from practical (such as solar furnacesin California) to
poetic (such asraised tabletsin Illinois that once formed the structure of an
ancient city). And it suggests aternative possibilities for planning and taking
future measures in our environment, building upon examples that range from the
rectilinear survey landscape to the great transportation networks and such
technological innovations as windmill fields, pivot-irrigation systems, and radio-
telescope installations.
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Only in the past century have Americans been able to see their country from the air, to view its majestic
natural and manmade topography and muse how it came to look the way it does. Landscape architect James
Corner and aerial photographer Alex MacL ean now present breathtaking photographs, exquisite map-
drawings, and thoughtful essays that record their flights across the continental United States and express
their growing understanding of the way the American landscape has been forged by various culturesin the
past and what the possibilities are for its future design.

The book traces the influence on the American landscape of the Anasazi and the Hopi in the southwest, the
French along the Mississippi, the British in the east, the pioneer Americans across the plains, and the
technological society across much of modern-day America. It investigates the ways in which landscape
representation--particularly aerial vision--not only reflects a given reality but also constitutes away of seeing
and acting in the world. It discusses the many meanings of measure--from practical (such as solar furnacesin
Cdlifornia) to poetic (such as raised tabletsin lllinois that once formed the structure of an ancient city). And
it suggests alternative possibilities for planning and taking future measures in our environment, building
upon examples that range from the rectilinear survey landscape to the great transportation networks and such
technological innovations as windmill fields, pivot-irrigation systems, and radio-telescope install ations.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This book gives the impression of being handcrafted, asif each copy were its own special volume. Itisa
loving appreciation of the land, space, and forms that architects, builders, road crews, and farmers have
added to the Americathat can be seen from above. Corner (landscape architecture and regional planning,
Univ. of Pennsylvania) has contributed the essays and commentary that give the book its flow. His drawings
are the work of a keen imagination capable of startling points of view. But it is MacL ean's aeria
photography that forms this beautiful volume, giving heart and light to the land and al that isupon it. The
dignity of lowafarms, the quilted surface of agriculture in North Dakota, and the amazing markings in the
M ojave somehow merge to give a sense of a sculpted nation waiting for MacL ean to fly over it at low
altitude to photograph and glorify. Thisisawork of pure aesthetics, with some prose to hook it all together,
but it will be visualy thrilling to library browsers. Highly recommended.?David Bryant, New Canaan P.L.,
Ct.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

How we represent the land to ourselves affects the ways in which we value and act upon it, according to
landscape architect Corner (Univ. of Pennsylvania). His text accompanies the beautifully suggestive aerial
photographs of MacL ean (whaose previous book was Look at the Land), which document the waysin which
we impose shape and meaning on our landscape: Irrigated fields contrast sharply with the surrounding desert;
old homesteads, now abandoned, anchored people in an undifferentiated and dangerous landscape--their
isolation from one another reflecting American individualism; and wheat fields follow the rolling contours of
the land. “"Revealed is the absurd and magnificent ingenuity of American people," Corner writes, —"apeople
enmeshed with yet remote from their land." -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
"Whatever way you look at it, the collaboration of landscape architect James Corner and Alex S. MacL ean
measures up." -- Globe and Mail

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark McCarver:

The book Taking Measures Across the American Landscape gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Taking
Measures Across the American Landscape to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything
if you like start and read a publication Taking Measures Across the American Landscape. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?



Mark Feaster:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Taking Measures Across the American

L andscape book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Leon M oses:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Taking Measures Across the American Landscape as
your daily resource information.

Scott L owe:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
haveit in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Taking Measures Across the
American Landscape can give you alot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have Taking Measures Across the
American Landscape.
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