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The economic analysis of the digital economy has been a rapidly developing
research area for more than a decade. Through authoritative examination by
leading scholars, this handbook takes a closer look at particular industries,
business practices, and policy issues associated with the digital industry. The
volume offers an up-to-date account of key topics, discusses open questions, and
provides guidance for future research. It offers a blend of theoretical and
empirical works that are central to understanding the digital economy. The
chapters are presented in four sections, corresponding with four broad themes: 1)
infrastructure, standards, and platforms; 2) the transformation of selling,
encompassing both the transformation of traditional selling and new, widespread
application of tools such as auctions; 3) user-generated content; and 4) threats in
the new digital environment.

The first section covers infrastructure, standards, and various platform industries
that rely heavily on recent developments in electronic data storage and
transmission, including software, video games, payment systems, mobile
telecommunications, and B2B commerce. The second section takes account of
the reduced costs of online retailing that threatens offline retailers, widespread
availability of information as it affects pricing and advertising, digital technology
as it allows the widespread employment of novel price and non-price strategies
(bundling, price discrimination), and auctions. The third section addresses the
emergent phenomenon of user-generated content on the Internet, including the
functioning of social networks and open source. The fourth section discusses
threats arising from digitization and the Internet, namely digital piracy, privacy,
and security concerns.
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The economic analysis of the digital economy has been a rapidly developing research area for more than a
decade. Through authoritative examination by leading scholars, this handbook takes a closer look at
particular industries, business practices, and policy issues associated with the digital industry. The volume
offers an up-to-date account of key topics, discusses open questions, and provides guidance for future
research. It offers a blend of theoretical and empirical works that are central to understanding the digital
economy. The chapters are presented in four sections, corresponding with four broad themes: 1)
infrastructure, standards, and platforms; 2) the transformation of selling, encompassing both the
transformation of traditional selling and new, widespread application of tools such as auctions; 3) user-
generated content; and 4) threats in the new digital environment.

The first section covers infrastructure, standards, and various platform industries that rely heavily on recent
developments in electronic data storage and transmission, including software, video games, payment
systems, mobile telecommunications, and B2B commerce. The second section takes account of the reduced
costs of online retailing that threatens offline retailers, widespread availability of information as it affects
pricing and advertising, digital technology as it allows the widespread employment of novel price and non-
price strategies (bundling, price discrimination), and auctions. The third section addresses the emergent
phenomenon of user-generated content on the Internet, including the functioning of social networks and open
source. The fourth section discusses threats arising from digitization and the Internet, namely digital piracy,
privacy, and security concerns.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Analysis of the Internet and related technologies is in its infancy--not surprising, given the newness of these
technologies. It is therefore a bit of a daunting task to produce a 'handbook' on the digital economy. This
volume, edited by two academic economists, does a reasonable job of covering this wide terrain. . .is a an
excellent snapshot of the existing state of the art in social scientific analysis of the digital economy.
Recommended."--CHOICE

"Martin Peitz and Joel Waldfogel's handbook offers readers a broad overview of many of the key elements
that undergird the digital economy. It is compiled in a manner that does not require a start-to-finish read;
each chapter is approachable by itself, so the reader can skip around and still gain many of the insights the
handbook has to offer."-- ournal of Regional Science

About the Author

Martin Peitz is Professor of Economics at the University of Mannheim. His research focuses on industrial
organization, regulation, and microeconomics. He has been widely published in leading economics journals
and is author of the books Industrial Organization: Markets and Strategies and Regulation and Entry into
Telecommunications Markets.

Joel Waldfogel is Professor and Frederick R. Kappel Chair in Applied Economics at the Carlson School of
Management, University of Minnesota. His main research interests are industrial organization and law and
economics. He has published over 50 articles in scholarly outlets and authored two books, The Tyranny of
the Market: Why You Can't Always Get What You Want and Scroogenomics: Why You Shouldn't Buy
Presents for the Holidays.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jon Cerrone:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Oxford Handbook of the Digital Economy (Oxford Handbooks), you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.



William Petterson:

The guide untitled The Oxford Handbook of the Digital Economy (Oxford Handbooks) is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Oxford Handbook
of the Digital Economy (Oxford Handbooks) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rhonda Joiner:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Oxford Handbook of the Digital Economy
(Oxford Handbooks) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Vincent Newton:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually The Oxford Handbook of the Digital Economy (Oxford
Handbooks). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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