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Family Studies is a key area of policy, professional and personal debate. Perhaps
precisely because of this, teaching texts have struggled with how to approach this
area, which is both 'familiar' and also contentious and value laden. This
innovative and reflective book deals with such dilemmas head-on, through its
focus on family meanings in diverse contexts in order to enhance our
understanding of everyday social lives and professional practices. Drawing on
extracts and research by leading authors in the field of family studies,
Understanding Family Meanings provides the reader with an overview of the
basic concepts and theories related to families using readings with questions and
analysis to encourage reflection and learning. Published in association with The
Open University, the book centralises the question what is 'family' and focuses on
family meanings as the key underpinnings for academic study and professional
training. It explores the shifting and subtle ways in which individuals,
researchers, policy-makers and professionals make sense of the idea of 'family'
and in doing so considers issues of power, inequality and values which are
integral to any understanding of family meanings. Audio discussions with
leading authorities in the field are also available online to enhance the content
and key concepts of the book. It therefore provides an excellent foundation for
any module in family studies, as well as all professional training modules that
include attention to families and close relationships, and for further learning in
the area of families and relationships.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A compelling and accessible book, Understanding family meanings combines conceptual sophistication
with intriguing examples and helpful exercises. Highly recommended, it will be interest to undergraduate
sociology and family studies students in general." Jaber F. Gubrium, University of Missouri "Understanding
family meanings inspires the reader to reflect on the fluid and dynamic nature of contemporary families. It is
an important new contribution to the literature as it highlights the multiplicity of meanings associated with
families depending on context." Bahira Sherif Trask, University of Delaware

About the Author

Jane Ribbens McCarthy is a reader in family studies at the Open University and codirector of their
Families and Relationships program. Megan Doolittleis a senior lecturer in social policy at the Open
University. Shelley Day Sclater is a freelance writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julio Yates:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Understanding family
meanings: A reflective text. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Effie Morris:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the
Understanding family meanings: A reflective text is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Diane Walker:

Beside that Understanding family meanings: A reflective text in your phone, it could give you a way to get



more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Understanding family meanings: A reflective text because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as
read it from at this point!

Tammy Schuler:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Understanding family meanings: A reflective text we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Understanding
family meanings: A reflective text. You can more pleasing than now.
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