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Coretourist sites for the classical world are the ruins of those many and scattered
examples of 'lost' and abandoned towns - from Pompelii to Timgad to Ephesus
and Petra. Usually studied for their peaks and growth, rarely are their ends
explored in detail, to consider the processes of loss and a'so to trace their
‘afterlives, when they were often robbed for materials even if still hosting
remnant populations.This volume breaks new ground by examining the
phenomenon of urban loss and abandonment from Roman to medieval times
across the former Roman Empire. Through a series of case studies two main
aspects are examined: firstly, the sequences and chronologies of loss of sites,
roles, structures, people, identity; and secondly the methodologies of study of
these sites - from early discoveries and exploitation of such sites to current
archaeological and scientific approaches (notably excavation, urban survey,
georadar and geophysics) to studying these crucial centres and their fates. How
can we determine the causes of urban failure - whether economic, military,
environmental, political or even religious? How drawn out was the process of
urban decay and abandonment? What were the natures of the afterlives of these
sites which archaeology is beginning to trace? How far does scrutiny of these
‘extinct’ sites help in discussion of archaeological trgjectories of sites that
persisted? The fourteen core chaptersin this collection consider specific
examples and case studies of such 'lost’ classical cities from across the many
Roman provinces in order to address these questions. Bringing together an array
of archaeological and historical voicesto share views on and findings from
excavations and surveys of ‘failed' towns, this volume offers much to scholars of
Roman, late antique and early medieval and medieval archaeology and history.
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Coretourist sites for the classical world are the ruins of those many and scattered examples of 'lost' and
abandoned towns - from Pompeii to Timgad to Ephesus and Petra. Usually studied for their peaks and
growth, rarely aretheir ends explored in detail, to consider the processes of |oss and a so to trace their
‘afterlives, when they were often robbed for materials even if still hosting remnant populations. This volume
breaks new ground by examining the phenomenon of urban loss and abandonment from Roman to medieval
times across the former Roman Empire. Through a series of case studies two main aspects are examined:
firstly, the sequences and chronologies of loss of sites, roles, structures, people, identity; and secondly the
methodologies of study of these sites - from early discoveries and exploitation of such sitesto current
archaeological and scientific approaches (notably excavation, urban survey, georadar and geophysics) to
studying these crucial centres and their fates. How can we determine the causes of urban failure - whether
economic, military, environmental, political or even religious? How drawn out was the process of urban
decay and abandonment? What were the natures of the afterlives of these sites which archaeology is
beginning to trace? How far does scrutiny of these 'extinct’ sites help in discussion of archaeological
trajectories of sites that persisted? The fourteen core chapters in this collection consider specific examples
and case studies of such 'lost’ classical cities from across the many Roman provincesin order to address these
guestions. Bringing together an array of archaeological and historical voices to share views on and findings
from excavations and surveys of 'failed' towns, this volume offers much to scholars of Roman, late antique
and early medieval and medieval archaeology and history.
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Editorial Review

Review

'In sum, awell-produced and thought-provoking volume; | particularly liked the neat solution used to
integrate the colour plates, reproduced separately, into their respective articles using black and white
thumbnail images in the text." Antiquity "This volume joins an extensive and still-growing body of literature
on classical and Late Antique urbanism, aswell as considerations of "decline and fall' within the later Roman
empire. It breaks significant new ground by combining these two areas of research within asingle volume
and by developing and maintaining a strong theme of new ideas related to the challenges and potential of
archaeol ogical research focused on the devel opment, abandonment, and later activities of former urban
centers. ... amust-buy..." American Journal of Archaeology 'll volume[...] rappresenta un contributo
prezioso... | risultati delle ricerche e le nuove conoscenze portate alla luce in questo volume, con le figure di
ata qualita, rappresentano un apprezzabile passo avanti... ' ['This volume represents an important
contribution... The results of this research and the new knowledge brought to light in this volume, with high
quality images, represent a great stride forward..."] Hortus Artium Medievalium (HAM) 'This valuable book
lets the archaeology 'talk’ far more in showing the changes, losses and transformations to avariety of late
Roman cities and in revealing their medieval successors.' Medieval Archaeology '... breaks significant new
ground ... by developing and maintaining a strong theme of new ideas related to the challenges and potential
of archaeological research focused on the development, abandonment, and later activities of former urban
centers. The included case studies offer something for specialists and students of nearly every region of
classical and Late Antique archaeology ... it isamust-buy for academic libraries ... The volume offers much
for students and scholars within classics, ancient history, and archaeology, and it is hoped that it will aso
attract readers from specialized areas beyond the Roman period." American Journal of Archaeology 'Vrbes
Extinctae should be quickly picked up by late-antiquists and medievalists interested in the economic causes
and effects of decline, the tension between urban praise in texts and dismal physical realities, and anyone
looking for a hearty buffet of details about the given places.' Early Medieval Europe ‘It is archaeology's
privilege to be the discipline best equipped to address the temporal dimension of changing urban formsin the
deep past. These papers illustrate the complexity of that change and in doing so challenge 'traditiona’ meta-
narratives of decline and fall. Any scholar interested in classical urbanism, the |late Roman Empire, and/or
the study of the transition from late antique to medieval periods will want to spend time with this volume.'
Urban Studies

About the Author
Neil Christieis Reader in Archaeology at the University of Leicester, UK and Andrea Augenti is Professor
of Archaeology at the University of Bologna - Ravenna Campus, Italy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Betty Richey:

The book Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical Towns make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Vrbes Extinctae:
Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical Townsto get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if
you like wide open and read a book Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical Towns. Kinds



of book arealot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Adam McGrath:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen with you if you take Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical
Towns as your daily resource information.

Michael Berube:

The book Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical Townswill bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of
Abandoned Classical Towns is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Sarah L opez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical Towns your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The Vrbes Extinctae: Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical Towns
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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