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This comprehensive, introductory textbook is unique in exploring the emergence
of the Hebrew Bible in the broader context of world history. It particularly
focuses on the influence of pre-Roman empires, empowering students with a
richer understanding of Old Testament historiography.

Provides a historical context for students learning about the development
and changing interpretations of biblical texts
Examines how these early stories were variously shaped by interaction
with the Mesopotamian and Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and
Hellenistic empires
Incorporates recent research on the formation of the Pentateuch
Reveals how key biblical texts came to be interpreted by Jewish,
Christian, and Muslim faiths
Includes numerous student-friendly features, such as study questions,
review sections, bibliographies, timelines, and illustrations and photos
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Editorial Review

Review
"Carr's book is an excellent introduction to what mainstream (non-evangelical) scholars have come to believe
about ancient Israel's literary history." (International Review of Biblical Studies, 2010)

Review
"An innovative approach to the Hebrew Bible. Instead of surveying the Bible book-by-book beginning with
Genesis, this work introduces readers to the major works of the Bible by timeframe. With this approach, it is
easier for readers to see both how biblical works are products of their times and how they respond to their
times - and to some degree, to one another ... A very readable introduction and a model of judicious
synthesis."
—Mark S. Smith, New York University

"Carr’s volume provides a very readable and informative introduction to the study of the Hebrew Bible for
beginning theological students. He combines a very useful analysis of the historical and social contexts in
which the texts of the Bible were written together with an insightful account of the contexts in which they
have been read in both Judaism and Christianity."
—Marvin A. Sweeney, Claremont Graduate University

From the Back Cover
Offering readers a balanced and informative guide to the forces that shaped the Old Testament and methods
for study of it, this comprehensive text explores the emergence of the Hebrew Bible in the broader context of
world history. It particularly focuses on the way the Hebrew Bible was shaped by its interaction with ancient
empires, empowering students with a richer understanding of the Old Testament.

In charting the development and impact of the work that forms the core of Judeo-Christian belief, the author
examines how these early stories were variously shaped by contact with the Mesopotamian and Egyptian,
Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenistic empires. He explores the historical context of the varied
readings of the Old Testament, revealing how the Bible came to be interpreted by Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim faiths.

This introductory text engages students by placing the development and reception of biblical texts in their
historical context – enabling them to explore the formation of the Hebrew Bible and also its subsequent
interpretation. Numerous reader-friendly features are incorporated throughout, including study questions,
review sections, bibliographies, timelines, and illustrations and photos.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly



because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of An Introduction to the Old
Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible to read.

Frank Keating:

This An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific An Introduction to the Old
Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible without we comprehend teach the one
who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry An Introduction to the
Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible can bring whenever you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the
Hebrew Bible having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Marie Williams:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take An Introduction to the Old Testament:
Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible as your daily resource information.

Lorri Nicholson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and
Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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