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This book explores the creation and use of artificially made humanoid servants
and servant networks by fictional and non-fictional scientists of the early modern
period. Beginning with an investigation of the roots of artificial servants,
humanoids, and automata from earlier times, LaGrandeur traces how these
literary representations coincide with a surging interest in automata and
experimentation, and how they blend with the magical science that preceded the
empirical era. In the instances that this book considers, the idea of the artificial
factotum is connected with an emotional paradox: the joy of self-enhancement is
counterpoised with the anxiety of self-displacement that comes with distribution
of agency.In thisway, the older accounts of creating artificial slaves are accounts
of modernity in the making?a modernity characterized by the project of
extending the self and its powers, in which the vision of the extended self is
fundamentally inseparable from the vision of an attenuated self. This book
discusses the idea that fictional, artificial servants embody at once the ambitions
of the scientific wizards who make them and society’ s perception of the dangers
of those ambitions, and represent the cultural fearstriggered by independent,
experimental thinkers?the type of thinkers from whom our modern cyberneticists
descend.
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fictional and non-fictional scientists of the early modern period. Beginning with an investigation of the roots
of artificia servants, humanoids, and automata from earlier times, LaGrandeur traces how these literary
representations coincide with a surging interest in automata and experimentation, and how they blend with
the magical science that preceded the empirical era. In the instances that this book considers, the idea of the
artificial factotum is connected with an emotional paradox: the joy of self-enhancement is counterpoised
with the anxiety of self-displacement that comes with distribution of agency.In this way, the older accounts
of creating artificial slaves are accounts of modernity in the making?a modernity characterized by the project
of extending the self and its powers, in which the vision of the extended self is fundamentally inseparable
from the vision of an attenuated self. Thisbook discusses the ideathat fictional, artificial servants embody at
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Editorial Review
Review

'...an ambitious volume... [that] complements recent scholar ship on automatain early modern
literature, and will be of interest to scholar sworking on that topic, aswell asthe history of early
modern science and art history.' - Renaissance Quarterly

'Androids and I ntelligent Networksin Early Modern Literature and Cultureisalively and stimulating
odyssey into a time when the engineer and the magician inhabited mental worldsthat overlapped with
another in away that we might like to believe haslong since vanished. It isto LaGrandeur's credit
that thisbook helps usto recreate those worlds, while also pointing out waysin which they have not so
much disappear ed, but have become sublimated within a new language of control and artifice.' -
Jonathan Sawday, The American Historical Review

" ...in thisfascinating and original book, Kevin LaGrandeur ... offersan original and thought-
provoking per spective that has the bracing effect of 'making strange' these very familiar textsand...
by itsend, few will dispute that ‘we have no monopoly, in our age, on the idea of blending the traits of

the human and the machine or on the notion of creating artificial aves" - Science Fiction Sudies

About the Author

Kevin LaGrandeur is Associate Professor of English at the New Y ork Institute of Technology, US.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Antonio Duncan:

In other case, little folks like to read book Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and
Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture). Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book
Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge
Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open abook or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Roger Johnson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
areserve. Book has adifferent type. We al know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the



world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Androids and Intelligent Networks
in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and
Culture) will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Jacqueline Bull:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But a so they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge
Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture).

Paul Simpson:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important along with book asto be the matter. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Androids and
Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge Studiesin
Renaissance Literature and Culture).
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