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Eqbal Ahmad (1930?–1999) was a bold and original activist, journalist, and
theorist who brought uncommon perspective to the rise of militant Islam, the
conflict in Kashmir, the involvement of the United States in Vietnam, and the
geopolitics of the Cold War. A long-time friend and intellectual collaborator of
Ahmad, Stuart Schaar presents in this book previously unseen materials by and
about his colleague, having traveled through the United States, India, Pakistan,
western Europe, and North Africa to connect Ahmad's experiences to the major
currents of modern history.

Ahmad was the first to recognize that former ally Osama bin Laden would turn
against the United States. He anticipated the rapidly shifting loyalties of terrorists
and understood that overthrowing Saddam Hussein would provoke violence and
sectarian strife in Iraq. Ahmad had great compassion for the victims of the proxy
wars waged by the leading Cold War powers, and he frequently championed
unpopular causes, such as the need to extend the rights of Palestinians and protect
Bosnians and Kosovars in a disintegrating Yugoslavia. Toward the end of his
life, Ahmad worked tirelessly to broker a peace between India and Pakistan and
to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons throughout the subcontinent. As novel
and necessary as ever, Ahmad's remarkable vision is here preserved and extended
to reveal the extent to which he was involved in the political and historical
conflicts of his time.
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Vietnam, and the geopolitics of the Cold War. A long-time friend and intellectual collaborator of Ahmad,
Stuart Schaar presents in this book previously unseen materials by and about his colleague, having traveled
through the United States, India, Pakistan, western Europe, and North Africa to connect Ahmad's
experiences to the major currents of modern history.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book is full of remarkable original primary material on the life and writings of an intellectual and
activist well deserving of a biography.

(Rashid Khalidi, Columbia University)

Eqbal Ahmad was a brilliant and penetrating critic and analyst, a courageous fighter for justice and freedom
in much of the world, steeped in humanistic understanding, warm and compassionate, a dear friend. His
accomplishments ranged from demolishing self-serving dogmas about the Cold War to such constructive
work as bringing Indians and Pakistanis together in a search for an amicable settlement of a tragic conflict,
and far too much more even to try to mention. His life, achievements, and legacy are vividly portrayed by his
close friend Stuart Schaar in this outstanding study, a fine tribute to one of the most remarkable people I've
been fortunate enough to know, or even to know about.

(Noam Chomsky)

Eqbal Ahmad was a remarkable human being as well as a seminal progressive political thinker. In this
illuminating intellectual biography, Stuart Schaar, brings his subject to life, drawing on their long, intimate
friendship and shared scholarly engagement with the politics of the Middle East and the Islamic world.
Above all, Ahmad grasped the toxic interplay between the maladies of postcolonialism and the persistent
imperial ambitions of the West better than any of his contemporaries.

(Richard A. Falk)

By taking readers across the entire fascinating range of Ahmad's preoccupations and passions, Schaar has
made his subject accessible to all those who never had the privilege of knowing him. In a fairly short,
fluently written work, Schaar has done his old friend proud, and shed light on a thinker, an engaged activist
and a wonderful man.

(Irfan Husain Dawn)

Schaar has done us a service in providing an introductory overview of Eqbal Ahmad's life and thought,
unveiling the man's humanity, frustrations, foibles, brilliance, and even his culinary talents (an appendix
provides a recipe for a "Chicken Tikka Masala Marinade").

(Friday Times)

Short but poignant.... Schaar does a wonderful job capturing the special relationship and bond metween
Ahmad and Said.

(Journal of Palestine Studies)



About the Author

Stuart Schaar is professor emeritus of Middle East and North African history at Brooklyn College, CUNY.
His most recent publication is The Birth of the Arab Citizen and the Changing of the Middle East. He lives in
Rabat, Morocco.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alyssa Lewis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Eqbal Ahmad: Critical Outsider
in a Turbulent Age. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Maria Huffman:

This Eqbal Ahmad: Critical Outsider in a Turbulent Age usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Eqbal Ahmad: Critical Outsider in a Turbulent Age can be
one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Eqbal
Ahmad: Critical Outsider in a Turbulent Age giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Charles Shrader:

The e-book with title Eqbal Ahmad: Critical Outsider in a Turbulent Age contains a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

John Barstow:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Eqbal Ahmad: Critical Outsider in a Turbulent Age your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The Eqbal Ahmad: Critical Outsider in a Turbulent Age giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this



era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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