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Fear of Physicsisalively, irreverent, and informative look at everything from
the physics of boiling water to cutting-edge research at the observable limits of
the universe. Rich with anecdotes and accessible examples, it nimbly ranges over
the tools and thought behind the world of modern physics, taking the mystery out
of what is essentially avery human intellectual endeavor.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Krauss ( Cosmic Strings ), who teaches physics at Y ale University, delivers athree-part lecture for lay
readers on today's dominant research questionsin theoretical physics. In six broad-ranging chapters with
such titles as "The Art of Numbers' and "The Search for Symmetry," he examines and explains "the tools
that guide physicistsin their work." The accomplishments and views of such giants of modern physics as
Einstein, Feynman and Heisenberg are used to illustrate the inventiveness required of those in the field.
While Krauss acknowledges that thisis a limited selection of ideas--the "hidden realities' of physics, not its
stuff--he nonethel ess serves quantum mechanics well. Also well-served are the interests of the general reader
as Krauss, persistently hewing to the basics, never fallsinto patronization or catchy metaphor. Supplemented
by Larry Gonick and Art Huffman's The Cartoon Guide to Physics, thisis a primer on the wonders of
physics. Library of Science selection.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In describing "the flavor of physics' and how physicists "do" and have "done" physics, this short, charming,
guick-paced book conveys the joy of "making new connections" in the physical world. Aiming his book at
the nonscientist, the author hopes to give readers their own insight into the wonder associated with the art of
physics and the symmetry and hidden realities of the world. Krauss, a professor of theoretical physicsat Yale
University who teaches a course called Physics for Poets, insistently reminds readers that physicsis a part of
"our cultural experience," a part of who we are and even that we are. Highly recommended.

- Diane M. Fortner, Univ. of California Lib., Berkeley

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Physics made easy thisis not. Physics for the sophisticated but nontechnical, maybe. Kraussis a theoretical
physicist who teaches one of those physics-for-poets courses at Y ae. Thisvolume, though, is alofty view of
certain unifying themes with particular reference to particle physics and quantum mechanics. The first
section deals with process, describing how physicists work by excluding the irrelevant. Thus a cow can be
reduced to a sphere or maybe a sphere attached by a pipe to a smaller sphere. By a simple application of
scaling laws relating to area and volume, one can show that a huge " supercow" is not possible without
radically atering the dimensions or the materialsinvolved. Galileo excluded the effects of the medium to
demonstrate that all objectsfall at the same rate, and so on. Process also depends on mathematics, so Krauss
enlarges on the use of orders-of- magnitude notation in science. In the second section, he explains how
scientific revolutions (pace Thomas Kuhn) do not throw out the past so much as extend and revise theory to
suit new scales of observation. So we go from Galileo and Newton to Einstein and specia relativity to
Hawking and black holes, with emphasis on how fundamental laws of force and motion hold at one scale but
arerevised at the quantum level. The last parts of the book are really very elegant discussions of unifying
principles and symmetries, such as the equivalence of mass and energy and el ectricity and magnetism.
Krauss introduces gauge theory, argues for the superconducting supercollider to seek the Higgs particle,
discusses the possible ““end" of physics, and--new to books of this type- -describes condensed matter
physics, by which one can demonstrate that water and iron behave the same way at certain critical points.
Less aguide for the perplexed than a theoretical introduction to the weirdness and beauty of the universe. --
Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jim M offett:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Fear of Physics: A Guide for the
Perplexed will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

George Cornélius:

Here thing why thiskind of Fear of Physics: A Guide for the Perplexed are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
isasyummy as food or not. Fear of Physics: A Guide for the Perplexed giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Fear of Physics:
A Guide for the Perplexed. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere
likein park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Fear of Physics: A Guide for the Perplexed in e-book can be
your aternative.

M elissa Alfonso:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Fear of Physics: A Guide for the Perplexed why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Gregory Medina:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring aswell as can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Fear of Physics: A Guide for the Perplexed can make you sense more
interested to read.
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