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A celebrated theologian explores how the greatest danger sto humanity, as
well asthe greatest promisesfor human flourishing, are at the inter section
of religion and globalization

More than almost anything else, globalization and the great world religions are
shaping our lives, affecting everything from the public policies of political
leaders and the economic decisions of industry bosses and employees, to
university curricula, all the way to the inner longings of our hearts. Integral to
both globalization and religions are compelling, overlapping, and sometimes
competing visions of what it meansto live well.

In this perceptive, deeply personal, and beautifully written book, aleading
theologian sheds light on how religions and globalization have historically
interacted and argues for what their relationship ought to be. Recounting how
these twinned forces have intersected in his own life, he shows how world
religions, despite their malfunctions, remain one of our most potent sources of
moral motivation and contain within them profoundly evocative accounts of
human flourishing. Globalization should be judged by how well it serves usfor
living out our authentic humanity as envisioned within these traditions. Through
renewal and reform, religions might, in turn, shape globalization so that can be
about more than bread alone.
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A celebrated theologian explores how the greatest danger sto humanity, aswell asthe greatest
promisesfor human flourishing, are at the intersection of religion and globalization

More than almost anything else, globalization and the great world religions are shaping our lives, affecting
everything from the public policies of political leaders and the economic decisions of industry bosses and
employees, to university curricula, al the way to the inner longings of our hearts. Integral to both
globalization and religions are compelling, overlapping, and sometimes competing visions of what it means
to live well.

In this perceptive, deeply personal, and beautifully written book, aleading theologian sheds light on how
religions and globalization have historically interacted and argues for what their relationship ought to be.
Recounting how these twinned forces have intersected in his own life, he shows how world religions, despite
their malfunctions, remain one of our most potent sources of moral motivation and contain within them
profoundly evocative accounts of human flourishing. Globalization should be judged by how well it serves
us for living out our authentic humanity as envisioned within these traditions. Through renewal and reform,
religions might, in turn, shape globalization so that can be about more than bread alone.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Volf brilliantly weaves several strands of argument into an ambitious brief for the positive functions of
religion in today’ s global village, where the negative consequences of religion are too often written in the
blood of innocents.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review

(Publishers Weekly)

“Volf convincingly tackles one of the most important issues of the twenty-first century: how we can have a
peaceful religious pluralism together with healthy globalisation. He not only gives the facts and analyses the
situation perceptively, he also has the depth of understanding of arange of religionsto produce a practical
way forward that is both realistic and attractive.”—David F. Ford, University of Cambridge

(David F. Ford)

“Mirodav Volf's prophetic voice brings a new perspective to the question of what it meansto live the good
lifein aworld shaped by globalization.”—John J. DeGioia, Georgetown University
(John J. DeGioia)

“In Flourishing, Mirodav Volf offers us an enthralling analysis of the mutual interplay between
globalization and the world’ s great religions, along with an inspiring vision of how great faiths can be
enlarged rather than threatened by diversity. An outstanding and timely work by one of the great theologians
of our time.”—Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

(Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks)

“The contemporary globalized world offers a bewildering scene: horrifying acts of religious hatred and
cruelty exist alongside zones where people of different religions live in unprecedented mutual respect, even
friendly exchange. Digging deep into the sources of his own, Christian faith, Volf offers an insightful and
penetrating answer to both these questions.” —Charles Taylor, McGill University

(Charles Taylor)

“Make no mistake: everyone who cares about either the church or the world should read this book.”—Greg
Forster, Gospel Coalition
(Greg Forster Gospel Coalition)

“Thisis a powerful book. It offers a strong critique of attempts to merge religion and palitics, even as it
affirms the need for public engagement in pursuit of flourishing of the entire creation. Take and read. It's
that important! In this book a path toward peace is revealed.”—Robert D. Cornwall, Englewood Review of
Books

(Robert D. Cornwall Englewood Review of Books)

From the Author
From Miroslav Volf's Flourishing:
Despite his fierce anger against God for letting him suffer in acommunist labor camp as an innocent man

and a sociaist, my father, at the time ateenager on the brink of death, embraced faith in God—as hetells the
story, it was God who embraced him!—and ended up a Pentecostal believer. The family into which | was



born was afaith-island, an austere but beautiful and nurturing social microenvironment. With my first cry as
anewborn, | learned that not all forms of religiosity are “religions’ in the pejorative sense—mind-shutting
and freedom-trampling cultural edifices used as instruments of socia control.

The Pentecostal movement started some forty years before my father’ s conversion, in Los Angeles, 6,318
miles as the crow flies from the camp where he, a 45-kilogram man, was condemned to carry 80-kilogram
sacks on his back. Pentecostalism’ s founder was William Seymour (1870-1922), a black man and the son of
former slaves; he was in charge of the multiracial and multiethnic mother congregation from which
Pentecostalism spread worldwide. Seymour’ s faith became my father’ s faith because a Slovenian migrant
worker had converted in the United States and returned back home to spread the good news. Within asingle
century, the faith of a downtrodden black man from the New World had engulfed the entire globe, shaped the
lives of more than half a billion human beings, and garnered the sympathies of prominent religious leaders
like Pope Francis. Earlier and closer to home, it delivered my father from death and made him into a new
man.

About the Author

Miroslav Volf isthe Henry B. Wright Professor of Theology at Y ale University and the author of several
books, including Exclusion and Embrace, winner of the Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kathleen Allen:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Flourishing: Why We Need
Religion in a Globalized World that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World become your
current starter.

Joe Lowe:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Dawn Campbell:

Beside this Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World because this book offers to



you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it
from right now!

Edna Dixon:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World we can take more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To become cresative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Flourishing: Why We
Need Religion in a Globalized World. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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