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Chinese ceramics are among the most significant and widely collected decorative
arts produced anywhere in the world, with a history that spans millennia. Despite
the saturation of Chinese ceramics in global culture—in English, the word
“china” has become synonymous with “porcelain”—the function of these works
and the meaning of their often richly decorated surfaces are not always readily
apparent.
 
This new installment in the successful How to Read series enlightens readers on
Chinese ceramics of all kinds, using highlights from the outstanding collection of
The Metropolitan Museum of Art as a teaching tool. Accessible to a general
audience and written by an expert on the subject, this book explains and
interprets 40 masterworks of Chinese ceramics. The works represent a broad
range of subject matter and type, from ancient earthenware to 20th-century
porcelain, and from plates and bowls to vases and sculptural figures. Lavish
illustrations showcase these stunning works and the decorations that adorn them,
including symbolic scenes, flowers, and Buddhist and Chinese historical figures. 
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Chinese ceramics are among the most significant and widely collected decorative arts produced anywhere in
the world, with a history that spans millennia. Despite the saturation of Chinese ceramics in global
culture—in English, the word “china” has become synonymous with “porcelain”—the function of these
works and the meaning of their often richly decorated surfaces are not always readily apparent.
 
This new installment in the successful How to Read series enlightens readers on Chinese ceramics of all
kinds, using highlights from the outstanding collection of The Metropolitan Museum of Art as a teaching
tool. Accessible to a general audience and written by an expert on the subject, this book explains and
interprets 40 masterworks of Chinese ceramics. The works represent a broad range of subject matter and
type, from ancient earthenware to 20th-century porcelain, and from plates and bowls to vases and sculptural
figures. Lavish illustrations showcase these stunning works and the decorations that adorn them, including
symbolic scenes, flowers, and Buddhist and Chinese historical figures. 
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Denise Patry Leidy is curator in the Department of Asian Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
How to Read Chinese Ceramics (The Metropolitan Museum of Art - How to Read).

Paul Blecha:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely How to Read Chinese Ceramics (The Metropolitan Museum of Art - How to Read).

Kathryn Robinson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How to Read Chinese
Ceramics (The Metropolitan Museum of Art - How to Read) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

James Bouchard:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and How to Read Chinese Ceramics (The Metropolitan Museum of



Art - How to Read) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes How to Read Chinese Ceramics (The Metropolitan Museum of Art -
How to Read) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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