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Jewish Responses to Persecution, 1933–1946 offers a new perspective on
Holocaust history by presenting documentation that describes the manifestations
and meanings of Nazi Germany's "Final Solution" from the Jewish perspective.
This first volume, taking us from Hitler's rise to power through the aftermath of
Kristallnacht, vividly reveals the increasing devastation and confusion wrought
in Jewish communities in and beyond Germany at the time. Numerous period
photos, documents, and annotations make this unique series an invaluable
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Editorial Review

Review
This book’s numerous documents, some previously published but many translated from archival sources for
the first time, include heart-stabbing expressions of pain,fear, despair, doomed hope, and innocent delusion.
They flow mainly from Jewish sufferers’ pens, with none from the perpetrators’ bureaucracy. The voices are
mostly Central or East European, but there are also gripping testimonies from southeastern Europe, the
Netherlands, and France. . . .Otherwise, the political documents expose, though without recrimination, the
self-delusion and sometimes self-serving attitudes of Jewish leaders in Allied lands, and of members of
Judenräte and the Jewish Police in the ghettos. This collection puts myriad significant documents into
teachers’ and students’ hands. . . .[T]hese documents illuminate individual fates in a wide range of
geographical and socio-cultural settings. Reading such sources, we need not reject the challenge of
fashioning a wide-ranging interpretation of Hitlerism and the Holocaust—a historical and philosophical tool
much needed if the barbed wire is to be cut. At the start, however, we must recognize that individual fates
possess their own existential and epistemological autonomy. (Holocaust and Genocide Studies)

This impressive series provides a sense of the depth and diversity of contemporary Jewish documents while
embedding them in explanatory narratives. . . .The third volume covers the months between the beginning of
1941 and the summer of 1942, when Nazi Germany’s belligerent expansion produced mass death on a
colossal scale and Hitler’s demise remained anything but certain. . . . As is shown in Volume III, Jewish
reactions around the time of the emergence of the ‘Final Solution’ were often highly specific to the situation
in which Jews found themselves, but were also affected by long-term traditions, beliefs, norms, past
experiences, communal bonds, and personal loyalties. As the editors convincingly argue, forming a coherent
image of the Nazi genocide might have been exceedingly difficult for the persecuted, but they certainly did
not remain silent about the unprecedented developments they were forced to experience. However, as the
editors elaborate in their nuanced and sobering assessment, what was missing during 1941–1942 was not
breaking the silence, but amplifying the dreadful firsthand accounts of mass murder in a way that they would
‘reach a wider audience, become integrated into a coherent narrative, and trigger political intervention.' (Yad
Vashem Studies)

This superbly compiled volume takes us as close as it is possible to get to the experience of Jews living
under Nazi German and Axis rule when persecution morphed into mass murder and, then, genocide. Using
myriad contemporary sources composed by Jews—ranging from those in authority to children in hiding,
from Norway to southern Italy, from the peaceful streets of Paris to the mayhem of the Warsaw ghetto—it
forces us to confront the kaleidoscope of suffering and barriers to comprehension. In diaries, letters, reports,
and the press we meet political activists, secular intellectuals, rabbis, poets, ‘mixed race’ Jews, converts to
Christianity, and relief workers in neutral countries struggling to comprehend events. This brilliant anthology
thwarts the customary generalizations about Jewish responses. It reveals a spectrum of ways in which
individuals, increasingly isolated and fearful, doggedly adjusted to catastrophic circumstances that only a
few realized were ultimately a prelude to even worse. This volume, along with others in the series, will
change the way that the persecution and mass murder of the Jews is taught and, eventually, will transform
popular understanding of the past. (David Cesarani, Royal Holloway College, University of London; author
of Becoming Eichmann)

This third volume in the Jewish Responses to Persecution series is a tremendous work of documentation and
scholarship. It offers a starkly different perspective on the beginning of Nazi mass-killing operations in 1941
and 1942. Unlike other documentary collections and works of scholarship, which focus on the Nazi decision-
making process and the expansion of killing operations, this work reveals what mass murder meant and how



it was perceived by the Jewish men, women, and children facing death and by Jews in a variety of situations
around the globe. Readers of this volume will substantially deepen and even rethink their prior
understandings of a range of topics relating to the unfolding genocide of European Jews. (Alexandra
Garbarini, Williams College)

This volume, highlighting the years 1941 to 1942 when the trajectory of genocide escalated from pogroms to
mass shootings and then to gas chambers, covers not only Europe but also areas around the globe threatened
by the Nazis. Embedded in an excellent narrative, the carefully selected documents help us see the Holocaust
through the eyes of its victims as they depict a broad range of responses from elite to ordinary Jews, from
organizations to individuals. As Jews try to understand what was happening around them, their voices cry
out in confusion, in disbelief, in agony. (Marion Kaplan, New York University)

About the Author
Jürgen Matthäus is research director at the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced
Holocaust Studies of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.Mark Roseman is professor in the
Department of History and Pat M. Glazier Chair of the Jewish Studies Program at Indiana University
Bloomington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeannine Ricks:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Jewish Responses to Persecution: 1933–1938
(Documenting Life and Destruction: Holocaust Sources in Context).

Jacob Lehr:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Jewish Responses to Persecution: 1933–1938 (Documenting Life and
Destruction: Holocaust Sources in Context) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Jewish Responses to Persecution: 1933–1938 (Documenting Life and Destruction: Holocaust
Sources in Context) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that



maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Jewish Responses to Persecution: 1933–1938 (Documenting Life and Destruction: Holocaust Sources in
Context) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Eunice Holt:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Jewish Responses to Persecution: 1933–1938 (Documenting Life and
Destruction: Holocaust Sources in Context) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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