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In this lively, personal book, Robert Scholes intervenes in ongoing discussions
about modernism in the arts during the crucial half-century from 1895 to 1945.
While critics of and apologists for modernism have defined modern art and
literature in terms of binary oppositions—high/low, old/new, hard/soft,
poetry/rhetoric—Scholes contends that these distinctions are in fact confused and
misleading. Such oppositions are instances of “paradoxy”—an apparent clarity
that covers real confusion.
Closely examining specific literary texts, drawings, critical writings, and
memoirs, Scholes seeks to complicate the neat polar oppositions attributed to
modernism. He argues for the rehabilitation of works in the middle ground that
have been trivialized in previous evaluations, and he fights orthodoxy with such
paradoxes as “durable fluff,” “formulaic creativity,” and “iridescent mediocrity.”
The book reconsiders major figures like James Joyce while underscoring the
value of minor figures and addressing new attention to others rarely studied. It
includes twenty-two illustrations of the artworks discussed. Filled with the
observations of a personable and witty guide, this is a book that opens up for a
reader’s delight the rich cultural terrain of modernism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Paradoxy of Modernism develops a powerful and persuasive new understanding of paradox and pleasure in
modernist art and literature; it is a must-read for modernists."—James Phelan, editor of Narrative and author
of Living to Tell About It

(James Phelan)

About the Author

Robert Scholes is Research Professor of Modern Culture and Media, Brown University. He is the author of
numerous books, including most recently The Crafty Reader and The Rise and Fall of English, both
published by Yale University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tina Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Paradoxy of Modernism.

Mildred Lyons:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Paradoxy of Modernism book as nice and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John Rivera:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Paradoxy of Modernism was filled concerning science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy



to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Lisa Saxon:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Paradoxy of Modernism to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Paradoxy of
Modernism can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of their time.
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