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Now that the political and economic plight of European Roma and the popularity
of their music are objects of international attention, Romani Routes provides a
timely and insightful view into Romani communities both in their home countries
and in the diaspora. Over the past two decades, a steady stream of recordings,
videos, feature films, festivals, and concerts has presented the music of Balkan
Gypsies, or Roma, to Western audiences, who have greeted them with
exceptional enthusiasm. Y et, as author Carol Silverman notes, Roma are revered
as musicians and reviled as people.

In this book, Silverman introduces readers to the people and cultures who
produce this music, offering a sensitive and incisive analysis of how Romani
musicians address the challenges of discrimination. Focusing on southeastern
Europe then moving to the diaspora, her book examines the music within Romani
communities, the lives and careers of outstanding musicians, and the marketing
of music in the electronic media and "world music" concert circuit. Silverman
touches on the way that the Roma exemplify many qualities--adaptability,
cultura hybridity, transnationalism--that are taken to characterize late modern
experience. And rather than just celebrating these qualities, she presents the
musicians as complicated, pragmatic individuals who work creatively within the
many constraints that inform their lives.
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of international attention, Romani Routes provides atimely and insightful view into Romani communities
both in their home countries and in the diaspora. Over the past two decades, a steady stream of recordings,
videos, feature films, festivals, and concerts has presented the music of Balkan Gypsies, or Roma, to Western
audiences, who have greeted them with exceptional enthusiasm. Y et, as author Carol Silverman notes, Roma
are revered as musicians and reviled as people.

In this book, Silverman introduces readers to the people and cultures who produce this music, offering a
sensitive and incisive analysis of how Romani musicians address the challenges of discrimination. Focusing
on southeastern Europe then moving to the diaspora, her book examines the music within Romani
communities, the lives and careers of outstanding musicians, and the marketing of music in the electronic
media and "world music" concert circuit. Silverman touches on the way that the Roma exemplify many
qualities—-adaptability, cultural hybridity, transnationalism--that are taken to characterize late modern
experience. And rather than just celebrating these qualities, she presents the musicians as complicated,
pragmatic individuals who work creatively within the many constraints that inform their lives.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A masterpiece! Silverman'swork is of tremendous importance for anyone interested in the Romani people,
the Balkans, and a so anthropology, ethnology, gender, music, performance, creativity, diasporas, and the
nature of lifeasitislived." -- Victor A. Friedman, Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities,
University of Chicago

"Carol Silverman's book addresses the central question of how a group can be reviled and its music adored.
This theoretically masterful, ethnographically rich account of Romani music offers new insightsinto the
culture of adiasporic, marginalized group through a compelling account of the challenges musicians face to
change and sustain traditions in multiple contexts including socialist and post-socialist state politics. It is
crucia reading for anyone interested in human rights and cultural identity."-- Amy Shuman, Professor of
Folklore, The Ohio State University

"Silverman's book features a superb companion web page with photographs and video clips that illustrate
many of her points...Highly recommended.” --Choice

"Carol Silverman does not disappoint with this long-awaited volume, a synthesis of alifetime of research.
Romani Routes is arecommended read for students interested in Romani music and a welcome complement
to ethnomusicological literature on the Balkans." --Ethnomusicol ogy

"Impressive in its scope, depth, and the sheer duration of Silverman's research, Romani Routesis an
important work that will undoubtedly prove indispensible to scholars exploring issues of Romani rights,
music, culture, and identity, aswell as those interested in the cultural politics of postsocialist Eastern Europe
and issues of hybridity, transnationalism, globalization, and commodification. With its accessible, narrative-
driven style, this book will be avaluable resource for musicians and listeners of Romani music alike. Its
supplementary website includes hundreds of additional texts, photographs, and audio-visual examples that
help to visually and sonically locate the narratives. Romani Routes is a monumental piece of scholarship that
represents a significant and timely contribution to the disciplines of folklore and ethnomusicology."--Journal
of Folklore Research

About the Author

Carol Silverman, Professor of Anthropology and Folklore at the University of Oregon, has been involved
with Romani culture for over 25 years as a researcher, teacher, activist, and performer. Her numerous articles
have appeared in anthropology, folklore, ethnomusicology, and cultural studies publications.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nellie Davis:

This Romani Routes: Cultural Politics and Balkan Music in Diaspora (American Musicspheres) are reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Romani Routes: Cultural Politics
and Balkan Music in Diaspora (American Musicspheres) can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Romani Routes: Cultural Politics
and Balkan Music in Diaspora (American Musicspheres) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you tria of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So, let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

KaylaMerritt:

This book untitled Romani Routes: Cultural Politics and Balkan Music in Diaspora (American
Musicspheres) to be one of severa books this best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this
reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or
you can order it viaonline. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve
from your list.

Christopher Palmer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hoursaday. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Romani Routes. Cultural
Politics and Balkan Music in Diaspora (American Musicspheres) which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Paul England:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Romani Routes: Cultural Politics and
Balkan Music in Diaspora (American Musicspheres) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. Aswe know that book Romani Routes: Cultural Politics and Balkan Music in Diaspora (American
Musicspheres) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading this.
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