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This thoughtful and balanced text examines the development of Russian foreign
policy since the end of the Cold War. Jeffrey Mankoff argues that Russia's more
assertive behavior since Vladimir Putin became president in 2000 has resulted
from both a deep-seated consensus among its elite about Russia's identity and
interests as well as afavorable convergence of events-including the persistence
of high energy prices and the check on U.S. power resulting from thewarsin Iraq
and Afghanistan. Because these factors are the result of long-term trends, the
author argues that there is little reason to expect that the election of Dmitry
Medvedev will fundamentally alter Russian foreign policy behavior.

Presenting an evenhanded treatment of controversial issues, Mankoff analyzes
Russia's interactions with major global actors, including the United States, the
European Union, the Commonwealth of Independent States, and China. Despite
M oscow's often-harsh rhetoric and the deployment of Russian forces against
Georgiain 2008, the author convincingly demonstrates that thereislittle reason
to fear areturn to a Cold War-like standoff with the West. Instead, he argues,
today's Russiais more interested in restoring what its |eaders consider to beits
rightful place among the world's major powers rather than in directly challenging
the West. Thoroughly researched and knowledgeable, this book will be
invaluable for all students of Russia.
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Editorial Review

Review

Jeffrey Mankoff’s analysis of Russia' s foreign policy is a serious and well-researched exercisein
understanding the complexities of a country still in search of its post-communist, post-imperial identity.
Russiais no longer on a path to Western integration; but it still struggles with what it means to be a great
power in the twenty-first century. (Trenin, Dmitri)

It was refreshing to read a book that was so well written. Using both Western and Russian sources, the author
carefully researches and analyzes controversial issuesin Russian foreign policy but does so in an evenhanded
and nuanced way. (Gordon Smith)

For students and scholars of international affairs, there is no better choice regarding Russian foreign
relations. (Library Journal)

Mankoff exploresin detail the ups and downsin U.S.-Russian relations, Russia's complex interaction with
Europe, its relations with Asia, and the course of its dealings with its post-Soviet neighbors. The analysisis
balanced and rich. (Foreign Affairs)

Mankoff has produced an extremely valuable account of Russian foreign policy, which manages to be both
comprehensive and concise in its treatment of the subject. It has alot to offer not just to the general reader,
but also to the specialist seeking to understand recent eventsin their proper historical context. (International
Affairs)

With this book, Jeffrey Mankoff has established himself as the best young American analyst of post-Cold
War Russia. This careful and clear assessment of Putin's grand strategy should be required reading for the
Obama administration, as well as for anyone else interested in Russia’s rapid but fragile resurgence as a great
power in twenty-first century world politics. (Gaddis, John Lewis)

Thisistruly an excellent book. From the factual aswell as from the interpretive point of view, it is suitable
for both the specialist and nonspecialist reader searching for a serious, historical explanation of the direction
of Russian foreign policy in the immediate post-Y eltsin era. Highly recommended. (Choice)

Jeffrey Mankoff's analysis of Russian foreign policy is a carefully researched, sober assessment of Russia’s
strategy for return to international significance. (Daniel R. Kempton The Russian Review)

Review

"It was refreshing to read a book that was so well written. Using both Western and Russian sources, the
author carefully researches and analyzes controversial issuesin Russian foreign policy but does soin an
evenhanded and nuanced way."

Review

"Jeffrey Mankoff's analysis of Russias foreign policy is a serious and well-researched exercisein
understanding the complexities of a country still in search of its post-communist, post-imperial identity.
Russiais no longer on a path to Western integration; but it still struggles with what it means to be a great
power in the twenty-first century."



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mohammed Thomas:

The book Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics (Council on Foreign Relations Books
(Rowman & Littlefield)) make you feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics
(Council on Foreign Relations Books (Rowman & Littlefield)) to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own capabl e, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Itis
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of
Great Power Politics (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Rowman & Littlefield)). Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Debra Capone:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of Russian
Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Rowman &
Littlefield)) to read.

Samuel Puckett:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Russian Foreign Policy:
The Return of Great Power Politics (Council on Foreign Relations Books (Rowman & Littlefield)) whichis
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Brianna Bdll:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
rea their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics (Council on Foreign
Relations Books (Rowman & Littlefield)) can make you sense more interested to read.
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