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Why do social movements take the forms they do? How do activists' efforts and
beliefs interact with the cultural and political contexts in which they work? Why
do activists take particular strategic paths, and how do their strategies affect the
course and impact of the movement? Social Movements aims to bridge the gap
between "political opportunities" theorists who look at the circumstances and
effects of socia movement efforts and "collective identity theorists' who focus
on the reconstruction of meaning and identity through collective action. The
volume brings together scholars from avariety of perspectivesto consider the
intersections of opportunities and identities, structures and cultures, in social
movements. Representing a new generation of social movement theory, the
contributors build bridges between political opportunities and collective identity
paradigms, between analyses of movements' internal dynamics and their external
contexts, between approaches that emphasize structure and those that emphasize
culture. They cover awide range of case studies from both the U.S. and Western
Europe as well as from less developed countries. Movements include feminist
organizing in the U.S. and India, lesbian/gay movements, revolutionary
movements in Burma, the Philippines, and Indonesia, labor campaignsin
England and South Africa, civil rights movements, community organizing,
political party organizing in Canada, student movements of the left and right, and
the Religious Right. Many chapters also pay explicit attention to the dynamics of
gender, race, and class in social movements. Combining a variety of perspectives
on awide range of topics, the contributors' synthetic approach shifts the field of
social movements forward in important new directions.
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do their strategies affect the course and impact of the movement? Social Movements aims to bridge the gap
between "political opportunities* theorists who look at the circumstances and effects of social movement
efforts and "collective identity theorists" who focus on the reconstruction of meaning and identity through
collective action. The volume brings together scholars from avariety of perspectivesto consider the
intersections of opportunities and identities, structures and cultures, in social movements. Representing a
new generation of social movement theory, the contributors build bridges between political opportunities and
collective identity paradigms, between analyses of movements internal dynamics and their external contexts,
between approaches that emphasize structure and those that emphasize culture. They cover awide range of
case studies from both the U.S. and Western Europe as well as from less devel oped countries. Movements
include feminist organizing in the U.S. and India, leshian/gay movements, revolutionary movementsin
Burma, the Philippines, and Indonesia, labor campaigns in England and South Africa, civil rights
movements, community organizing, political party organizing in Canada, student movements of the left and
right, and the Religious Right. Many chapters also pay explicit attention to the dynamics of gender, race, and
classin social movements. Combining a variety of perspectives on awide range of topics, the contributors
synthetic approach shifts the field of social movements forward in important new directions.
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Editorial Review
Review

"This volume will be very useful for advanced undergraduate classes that are studying social movements.
With itsimpressive breadth, students will be able to get a taste of much of what research in social
movements has to offer."-- Social Forces

"Mandatory reading for students of social movements and collective action and an important contribution to
the theoretical development of the field."--American Journal of Sociology

"The book is clearly written and the cases instructive." --CHOICE

About the Author

David S. Meyer, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of California, Irvine. Nancy Whittier,
Associate Professor of Sociology, Smith College. Belinda Robnett, Associate Professor of Sociology,
University of California, Irvine.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
BarbaraHarp:

Often the book Social Movements: Identity, Culture, and the State has alot associated with on it. So when
you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

James Blouin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Social Movements: Identity, Culture, and
the State can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of astep for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Social Movements: Identity,
Culture, and the State.



Matthew Segal:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It is named
of book Social Movements: Identity, Culture, and the State. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Richard Danidls:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading abook. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Social Movements: Identity, Culture, and the State
to make your reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Social Movements: |dentity, Culture, and the State can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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