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The Great Divergence brings new insight to one of the classic questions of
history: Why did sustained industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe, despite
surprising similarities between advanced areas of Europe and East Asia? As Ken
Pomeranz shows, as recently as 1750, parallels between these two parts of the
world were very high in life expectancy, consumption, product and factor
markets, and the strategies of households. Perhaps most surprisingly, Pomeranz
demonstrates that the Chinese and Japanese cores were no worse off ecologically
than Western Europe. Core areas throughout the eighteenth-century Old World
faced comparable local shortages of land-intensive products, shortages that were
only partly resolved by trade.

Pomeranz argues that Europe's nineteenth-century divergence from the Old
World owes much to the fortunate location of coal, which substituted for timber.
This made Europe's failure to use its land intensively much less of a problem,
while allowing growth in energy-intensive industries. Another crucial difference
that he notes has to do with trade. Fortuitous global conjunctures made the
Americas agreater source of needed primary products for Europe than any Asian
periphery. This allowed Northwest Europe to grow dramatically in population,
specialize further in manufactures, and remove labor from the land, using
increased imports rather than maximizing yields. Together, coal and the New
World allowed Europe to grow along resource-intensive, labor-saving paths.

Meanwhile, Asia hit a cul-de-sac. Although the East Asian hinterlands boomed
after 1750, both in population and in manufacturing, this growth prevented these
peripheral regions from exporting vital resources to the cloth-producing Y angzi
Delta. Asaresult, growth in the core of East Asia's economy essentially stopped,
and what growth did exist was forced along |abor-intensive, resource-saving
paths--paths Europe could have been forced down, too, had it not been for
favorabl e resource stocks from underground and overseas.
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The Great Divergence brings new insight to one of the classic questions of history: Why did sustained
industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe, despite surprising similarities between advanced areas of
Europe and East Asia? As Ken Pomeranz shows, as recently as 1750, parallels between these two parts of the
world were very high in life expectancy, consumption, product and factor markets, and the strategies of
households. Perhaps most surprisingly, Pomeranz demonstrates that the Chinese and Japanese cores were no
worse off ecologically than Western Europe. Core areas throughout the eighteenth-century Old World faced
comparable local shortages of land-intensive products, shortages that were only partly resolved by trade.

Pomeranz argues that Europe's nineteenth-century divergence from the Old World owes much to the
fortunate location of coal, which substituted for timber. This made Europe's failure to use its land intensively
much less of a problem, while allowing growth in energy-intensive industries. Another crucial difference that
he notes has to do with trade. Fortuitous global conjunctures made the Americas a greater source of needed
primary products for Europe than any Asian periphery. This alowed Northwest Europe to grow dramatically
in population, specialize further in manufactures, and remove labor from the land, using increased imports
rather than maximizing yields. Together, coal and the New World allowed Europe to grow along resource-
intensive, labor-saving paths.

Meanwhile, Asia hit a cul-de-sac. Although the East Asian hinterlands boomed after 1750, both in

population and in manufacturing, this growth prevented these peripheral regions from exporting vital
resources to the cloth-producing Yangzi Delta. As aresult, growth in the core of East Asia's economy
essentially stopped, and what growth did exist was forced along labor-intensive, resource-saving paths--paths
Europe could have been forced down, too, had it not been for favorable resource stocks from underground
and oversess.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Pomeranz is a history professor at the University of California®-Irvine and the author of The Making of a
Hinterland: Sate, Society, and Economy in Inland North China, 18531937 (1993), an academic study that
investigated the role of steam-powered transportation (among other developments) in the growth of China's
Shantung Province. He is also the coauthor of the more popularly accessible The World That Trade Created
(1999). Now he looks at the question of why sustained industrial growth began in northwestern Europe but
not East Asia. To even ask the question can bring charges of Eurocentrism, but Pomeranz acknowledges the
role of colonialism in Europe's growth. He emphasizes, though, Europe's access to America’s resources as
one of two contributing factorsto industrial growth, the second being the widespread availability within
Europe of coal as afuel. After challenging the convention that Europe held an edge before 1800, he traces
with scholarly diligence the diverging patterns of growth between Europe and China. David Rouse

Review

Winner of the 2000 John K. Fairbank Prize, American Historical Association
Co-Winner of the 2001 Book Prize, World History Association

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 2000

"The vast international disparity in incomes and standards of living between Western Europe and its
offshoots on the one hand, and most of Asia, Africa, and Latin Americaon the other, is a striking feature of
the modern world. Pomeranz's study is an important addition to the literature that challenges elements of
every major interpretation of the European take-off."--Choice

"A profoundly though-provoking book which will change the terms of the debate about the origins of
capitalism, the rise of the West and the fall of the East."--Jack Goody, Times Higher Education
Supplement

"This book makes, bar none, the biggest and most important contribution to our new understanding of the
causes and mechanisms that brought about the great divergence' between the West and the rest of Chinain
particular. . . . An entirely new and refreshing departure. Although he makes new comparisons between
Europe, China, Japan, India, Southeast Asia, Pomeranz aso connects all these and more in a bold new sweep
that should immediately make all previous and most contemporary related work obsolescent."--Andre
Gunde Frank, Journal of Asian Studies

"This book is very important and will have to be taken seriously by anyone who thinks that explaining the
Industrial Revolution . . . iscrucial to our understanding of the modern world. . . . [A] book so rich that fresh
insights emerge from virtually every page."--Robert B. Marks, American Historical Review

Exhaustively researched and brilliantly argued. . . . Sufficeit to say that The Great Divergenceis
undoubtedly one of the most sophisticated and significant pieces of cliometric scholarship to be published of
late, especialy in the field of world history."--Edward R. Slack, Jr., Journal of World History

From the Back Cover

"Pomeranz uses that European invention--economics--to overturn Eurocentrism, establishing beyond cavil a
New Fact in our world. Never again will Europeans imagine they stood alone in the doorway of economic


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

growth. Pomeranz and his colleagues in the new sinology have reintroduced the Central Kingdom and its
stunning historical sources, and Pomeranz has written the one essential book."--Deirdre M cClosky,
University of lowa

"Pomeranz uses a mixture of institutional forces and technol ogical/geological luck to explain how an
economic and ecological 'tie game' suddenly became avictory for western Europe over China. He combines
global imagination with the scientific detail needed to make his points hold firm. The Great Divergence
should command widespread respect.”--Peter H. Lindert, University of California, Davis

"A truly magisteria effort based on an immense knowledge of the field, avast amount of reading, and on
close and careful analysis, informed by both social science and history."--Joel Mokyr, Northwestern
University

"Thisis an outstanding book, painstaking and devastating in its attack on received wisdom, supported by a
wealth of solid evidence and elegant argument.”--Jack A. Goldstone, University of California, Davis

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Ford:

This The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
read alot of information you will get. That The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the
Modern World Economy. without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the
Modern World Economy. can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves grow to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Great Divergence: China,
Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. having excellent arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Roger Sowa:

This The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also aways deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the
Making of the Modern World Economy. in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication
aready do that. So, it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

James Fitzpatrick:

Y ou can obtain this The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy.



by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Marilyn Urquhart:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and
the Making of the Modern World Economy. or even others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you fedl need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making
of the Modern World Economy. to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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