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The United States, argues Michael A. Palmer, is engaged in a political crusade to
modernize the Islamic world. Americanism is in the vanguard of modernity’s
relentless advance, promoting capitalist markets and democratic institutions. To
compete, Islamic societies must adopt a more secular and material approach, as
have the West and South and East Asia. But these principles conflict with Islamic
fundamentals.

Once a vibrant force, much of the Muslim world spent four centuries as prisoner
of an Ottoman Empire that embraced feudalism while the West jettisoned it. In
the absence of a renaissance or enlightenment, modernization in the Islamic
world has been painful and unsuccessful. While many in the West long for an
“Islamic reformation,” Palmer argues that Islamists such as Osama bin Laden are
the face of that reformation. Just as Protestant reformers sought a return to the
purity of early Christianity, jihadists desire a return to the halcyon days of
conquest and expansion, when the Caliphate controlled a united and powerful
Muslim community.

American actions have not provoked this conflict, nor can American withdrawal
end it, Palmer contends. For example, China, also a once-powerful civilization
subjected to Western imperialism, has not produced homicide bombers. Instead,
the Chinese are busy modernizing. Islam’s failure to modernize is the root cause
of the current situation. Bin Laden and other jihadists understand, correctly, that
if Islam is to avoid the materialism and secularism that come with modernity,
they must Islamize the West by force.
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Once a vibrant force, much of the Muslim world spent four centuries as prisoner of an Ottoman Empire that
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American actions have not provoked this conflict, nor can American withdrawal end it, Palmer contends. For
example, China, also a once-powerful civilization subjected to Western imperialism, has not produced
homicide bombers. Instead, the Chinese are busy modernizing. Islam’s failure to modernize is the root cause
of the current situation. Bin Laden and other jihadists understand, correctly, that if Islam is to avoid the
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Last Crusade accurately places the Islamist enemy in historical context and offers an excellent guide for
Americans to understand that victory implies modernizing the Muslim world, and nothing less." - Daniel
Pipes, director, Middle East Forum"

From the Publisher
Argues that Osama bin Laden and his followers are waging jihad against not only American policies but also
American values

Surveys the evolution of religion and politics in the West and Middle East to show why the former
successfully modernized and the latter did not

Warns that pulling out of Iraq under the pressure of Islamist attack would provide legitimacy for the
jihadists, a defeat for a modernized Middle East, and a major setback in the war on terrorism

About the Author
Michael A. Palmer is a professor in the history department and the program in maritime studies at East
Carolina University. He is the author of two previous books that address U.S. policies in the Middle East, On
Course to Desert Storm: The U.S. Navy and the Persian Gulf and Guardians of the Gulf: The Growth of
American Involvement in the Persian Gulf, 1833-1992. He lives in Greenville, North Carolina.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Last Crusade: Americanism and the
Islamic Reformation is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Johnny Powers:

Why? Because this The Last Crusade: Americanism and the Islamic Reformation is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.



Bonnie Mentzer:

The Last Crusade: Americanism and the Islamic Reformation can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Last
Crusade: Americanism and the Islamic Reformation nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Kathryn Kern:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Last Crusade: Americanism and the Islamic Reformation provide you with a new experience
in studying a book.
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