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In 1964, Mary Pinchot Meyer, the beautiful, rebellious, and intelligent ex-wife of
atop CIA official, was killed on a quiet Georgetown towpath near her home.
Mary Meyer was a secret mistress of President John F. Kennedy, whom she had
known since private school days, and after her death, reports that she had kept a
diary set off atense search by her brother-in-law, newsman Ben Bradlee, and
CIA spymaster James Jesus Angleton. But the only suspect in her murder was
acquitted, and today her life and death are still a source of intense speculation, as
NinaBurleigh revealsin her widely praised book, the first to examine this
haunting story.
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diary set off atense search by her brother-in-law, newsman Ben Bradlee, and CIA spymaster James Jesus
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story.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

On October 12, 1964, socialite Mary Meyer was shot to death along a wooded path where she was taking her
afternoon walk. Ordinarily such a crime wouldn't attract the attention of the CIA's head of
counterintelligence, but Meyer was no ordinary Washington socialite. Born into awesalthy, bohemian family
in Northeastern Pennsylvania, Meyer studied at V assar, worked as a journalist during World War 11, married-
-and later divorced--awar hero, became a proto-feminist, experimented with drugs, and had an affair with
John F. Kennedy. When Meyer decided to try LSD, she didn't get it from some random dealer and trip in the
park. Instead she turned to Timothy Leary himself--and, evidence suggests, she might have eventually shared
her stash with the President of the United States.

Shortly after Meyer was found dead, her diaries were spirited away: her brother-in-law, Ben Bradlee, turned
the documents over to the aforementioned CIA official, James Jesus Angleton, believing that it wasin her,
and others, best interest that her secrets die with her. A Very Private Woman pieces together some of these
secrets, and hints at many more. It's a compelling story not only of awoman who lived at the edges of power,
influence, and history, but who lived in and was buffeted by some of the most significant cultural changes of
the second half of the 20th century. --Lisa Higgins

From Publishers Weekly

This past July, freelance journalist Burleigh confessed, in the pages of Mirabella, to playing footsie with
Clinton on Air Force One. Later, in a Washington Post story, she publicly offered to fellate the president "to
thank him for keeping abortion legal." Contrast this with the politesse of Burleigh's subject, Mary Meyer,
who was able to conduct an affair with President Kennedy and till get invited to dinner by Jackie. If
Burleigh didn't learn discretion from her study, she till does an admirable job of conveying both the
restrictive milieu of official Washington in the 1950s and early '60s (at |east where women were concerned)
and the personality of one woman who was, for atime, able to dictate the terms of her own life. She was
born Mary Pinchot to a prominent Pennsylvania family in 1920 and, after attending Vassar, married Cord
Meyer, anatural politician who resigned himself to alife behind the scenes. Burleigh repeats allegations,
first published over 20 years ago, that Mary Meyer turned JFK on to marijuana and quite possibly LSD.
Other notables in the book include abstract artist Ken Noland, who was Mary's lover; CIA
counterintelligence chief James Angleton; acid guru Timothy Leary; and Mary's brother-in-law, Washington
Post editor Ben Bradlee, who was instrumental in destroying Mary's diary after her 1964 murder. Though the
title bills Mary's murder as "unsolved," Burleigh is forced to conclude that the man brought to tria,
Raymond Crump, is the likeliest suspect and was acquitted because a spirited defense caught the prosecution
off guard. Despite the absence of new information on the conspiracy front, Burleigh's biography is an
excellent study of both its subject and itstime.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

How times have changed. The media are full of stories about President Clinton's private life, and reporters
now dig into the lives of everyone in the White House. One of President Kennedy's romantic attachments
was with Mary Pinchot Meyer, a CIA wife and the sister-in-law of the Washington Post's Ben Bradlee, who
lived aglamorous life in Georgetown. For a short period, she was a good friend of both President and Mrs.
Kennedy. About ayear after Kennedy's assassination, though, she was murdered herself, and a vagrant man
was charged but acquitted. Burleigh, who has written for the Washington Post and Time, tries hard to find a
conspiracy, but it's all conjecture. We are left with a book about a moderately interesting woman who was
romantically involved with President Kennedy and who was murdered after his death. Mary Meyer led a



private life, and Burleigh should have left it that way. Not recommended.ASandra K. Lindheimer, Middlesex
Law Lib., Cambridge, MA
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Javier Link:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the book entitled A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary
Meyer. Try to make the book A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential
Mistress Mary Meyer as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you alot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Billy Ander son:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept A Very Private
Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyer suitable to you? The particular
book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled A Very Private Woman: The Life and
Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyeris the main of several books which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their ideain the smple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you alot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Michael Walsh:

This A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyer is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential
Mistress Mary Meyer can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why |
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your
better life along with knowledge.

Hayden Wolfe:

Y ou can get this A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary
Meyer by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get



difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal waysto get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Download and Read Online A Very Private Woman: TheLifeand
Unsolved Murder of Presidential MistressMary Meyer By Nina
Burleigh #VWL942NUSY 8



Read A Very Private Woman: The Lifeand Unsolved Murder of
Presidential MistressMary Meyer By Nina Burleigh for online
ebook

A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyer By Nina
Burleigh Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,

greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A Very Private Woman: The Life and
Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyer By Nina Burleigh booksto read online.

Online A Very Private Woman: The Lifeand Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress
Mary Meyer By Nina Burleigh ebook PDF download

A Very Private Woman: The Lifeand Unsolved Murder of Presidential MistressMary Meyer By Nina
Burleigh Doc

A Very Private Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential MistressMary Meyer By Nina Burleigh
M obipocket

A Very Private Woman: The Lifeand Unsolved Murder of Presidential MistressMary Meyer By Nina Burleigh EPub



