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MANY CULTURES * ONE WORLD
"Boricua is what Puerto Ricans call one another as a term of endearment, respect,
and cultural affirmation; it is a timeless declaration that transcends gender and
color. Boricua is a powerful word that tells the origin and history of the Puerto
Rican people."
--From the Introduction
From the sun-drenched beaches of a beautiful, flamboyan-covered island to the
cool, hard pavement of the fierce South Bronx, the remarkable journey of the
Puerto Rican people is a rich story full of daring defiance, courageous strength,
fierce passions, and dangerous politics--and it is a story that continues to be told
today. Long ignored by Anglo literature studies, here are more than fifty
selections of poetry, fiction, plays, essays, monologues, screenplays, and
speeches from some of the most vibrant and original voices in Puerto Rican
literature.
* Jack Agüeros * Miguel Algarín * Julia de Burgos * Pedro Albizu Campos *
Lucky CienFuegos * Judith Ortiz Cofer * Jesus Colon * Victor Hern ndez Cruz *
José de Diego * Martin Espada * Sandra Maria Esteves * Ronald Fernandez *
José Luis Gonzalez * Migene Gonzalez-Wippler * Maria Graniela de Pruetzel *
Pablo Guzman * Felipe Luciano * René Marqués * Luis Muñoz Marín *
Nicholasa Mohr * Aurora Levins Morales * Martita Morales * Rosario Morales *
Willie Perdomo * Pedro Pietri * Miguel Piñero * Reinaldo Povod * Freddie
Prinze * Geraldo Rivera * Abraham Rodriguez, Jr. * Clara E. Rodriguez *
Esmeralda Santiago * Roberto Santiago * Pedro Juan Soto * Piri Thomas *
Edwin Torres * José Torres * Joseph B. Vasquez * Ana Lydia Vega
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MANY CULTURES * ONE WORLD
"Boricua is what Puerto Ricans call one another as a term of endearment, respect, and cultural affirmation; it
is a timeless declaration that transcends gender and color. Boricua is a powerful word that tells the origin and
history of the Puerto Rican people."
--From the Introduction
From the sun-drenched beaches of a beautiful, flamboyan-covered island to the cool, hard pavement of the
fierce South Bronx, the remarkable journey of the Puerto Rican people is a rich story full of daring defiance,
courageous strength, fierce passions, and dangerous politics--and it is a story that continues to be told today.
Long ignored by Anglo literature studies, here are more than fifty selections of poetry, fiction, plays, essays,
monologues, screenplays, and speeches from some of the most vibrant and original voices in Puerto Rican
literature.
* Jack Agüeros * Miguel Algarín * Julia de Burgos * Pedro Albizu Campos * Lucky CienFuegos * Judith
Ortiz Cofer * Jesus Colon * Victor Hern ndez Cruz * José de Diego * Martin Espada * Sandra Maria Esteves
* Ronald Fernandez * José Luis Gonzalez * Migene Gonzalez-Wippler * Maria Graniela de Pruetzel * Pablo
Guzman * Felipe Luciano * René Marqués * Luis Muñoz Marín * Nicholasa Mohr * Aurora Levins Morales
* Martita Morales * Rosario Morales * Willie Perdomo * Pedro Pietri * Miguel Piñero * Reinaldo Povod *
Freddie Prinze * Geraldo Rivera * Abraham Rodriguez, Jr. * Clara E. Rodriguez * Esmeralda Santiago *
Roberto Santiago * Pedro Juan Soto * Piri Thomas * Edwin Torres * José Torres * Joseph B. Vasquez * Ana
Lydia Vega
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
While it could have been more strictly organized (i.e., vaguely thematic chapters include "History and
Politics" and "Anxiety and Assimilation," currents present in almost every piece), this excellent anthology of
essays, fiction, poetry, screenplays and other works by writers of Puerto Rican heritage shimmers with
interesting reading. In a buoyant introduction, Santiago describes his own, youthful discovery of Puerto
Rican writers?"the first book I read by a Puerto Rican author was the one the Jesuits at Xavier had
denounced as pornographic and prejudiced against whites. I knew it had to be good"?and explains why their
writing continues to feel "subversive." Jesus Colon fluidly combines a thumbnail history of the island's
oppression with an explanation of why it takes a lot of effort before a Puerto Rican will "ask you to have a
cup of black coffee with him in his own kitchen." In "Palante! Young Lords," Pablo Guzman recounts the
founding of the Young Lords Party, based on the Black Panthers. With academic clarity, Clara E. Rodriguez
examines racial background in "Puerto Ricans: Between Black and White," a theme Julia de Burgos treats
more succinctly and emotionally in poetry. Women are well represented here, although they tend to write
about being women specifically. In general, the variety is impressive: Ana Lydia Vega, Martin Espada,
Geraldo Rivera, a transcript of a Freddie Prinze monologue and a serious essay by the comedian's mother.
Santiago has gracefully managed to pull together a collection that presents a united front while perserving
the diversity of the individual voices.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Boricua is a Puerto Rican term of endearment for other Puerto Ricans, and this anthology represents the
sentiment well. Edited by a writer for the Cleveland Plain Dealer, it gathers 50 selections of 19th- and 20th-
century literature of all sorts: poetry, fiction, essays, screenplays, speeches, and more. Some of the works
were originally written in Spanish and some in English, but they are all representative of Puerto Rican life,
history, politics, and culture both in Puerto Rico and in the United States. While authors like Piri Thomas and
Judith Ortiz Cofer will be familiar, others, such as Jose de Diego and Pedor Albiza Campes, will be new to
most non-Puerto Rican readers. Certain selections highlight media figures, including Freddie Prinze, Jose
Torres, and Geraldo Rivera. Appropriate for comprehensive Latino collections in public libraries.
Mary Margaret Benson, Linfield Coll. Lib., McMinville, Ore.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
Because it's an anthology, BORICUAS offers a quick, entertaining, and much needed education of the
culturally rich and politically volatile society that, despite its commonwealth status, still seems to elude many
Americans--including those of Puerto Rican descent. This is a wonderful selection for teachers looking to
expand their multicultural course curriculum.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican Writings - An
Anthology. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican Writings - An Anthology. You can add



information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Shirley Wales:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican Writings - An
Anthology can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Kendig:

Beside this specific Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican Writings - An Anthology in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican Writings - An Anthology because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and
also read it from currently!

Cheri Tow:

You can find this Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican Writings - An Anthology by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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