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For the first time, Thomas Oden's Systematic Theology classic series
(individually titled The Living God, The Word of Life, and Life in the Spirit) is
available in one complete volume. A renowned theologian, Oden provides a
consensus view of the Christian faith, delving deeply into ancient Christian
tradition and bringing to the contemporary church the best wisdom from its past.
In this magisterial work, Oden tackles the central questions of Christian belief
and the nature of the trinity.

Written for clergy, Christian educators, religious scholars, and lay readers alike,
Classic Christianity provides the best synthesis of the whole history of Christian
thought. Part one explores the most intriguing questions of the study of
God—Does God exist? Does Jesus reveal God? Is God personal, compassionate,
free?—and presents answers that reflect the broad consensus culled from the
breadth of the church's teachers. It is rooted deeply and deliberately in scripture
but confronts the contemporary mind with the vitality of the Christian tradition.
Part two addresses the perplexing Christological issues of whether God became
flesh, whether God became Christ, and whether Christ is the source of salvation.
Oden details the core beliefs concerning Jesus Christ that have been handed
down for the last two hundred decades, namely, who he was, what he did, and
what that means for us today. Part three examines how the work of God in
creation and redemption is being brought to consummation by the Holy Spirit in
persons, through communities, and in the fullness of human destiny. Oden's
magisterial study not only treats the traditional elements of systematical theology
but also highlights the foundational exegetes throughout history. Covering the
ecumenical councils and early synods; the great teachers of the Eastern church
tradition, including Athanasius and John Chrysostom; and the prominent Western
figures such as Augustine, Ambrose, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, and John
Calvin, this book offers the reader the fullest understanding of the Christian faith
available.
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For the first time, Thomas Oden's Systematic Theology classic series (individually titled The Living God,
The Word of Life, and Life in the Spirit) is available in one complete volume. A renowned theologian, Oden
provides a consensus view of the Christian faith, delving deeply into ancient Christian tradition and bringing
to the contemporary church the best wisdom from its past. In this magisterial work, Oden tackles the central
questions of Christian belief and the nature of the trinity.

Written for clergy, Christian educators, religious scholars, and lay readers alike, Classic Christianity
provides the best synthesis of the whole history of Christian thought. Part one explores the most intriguing
questions of the study of God—Does God exist? Does Jesus reveal God? Is God personal, compassionate,
free?—and presents answers that reflect the broad consensus culled from the breadth of the church's teachers.
It is rooted deeply and deliberately in scripture but confronts the contemporary mind with the vitality of the
Christian tradition. Part two addresses the perplexing Christological issues of whether God became flesh,
whether God became Christ, and whether Christ is the source of salvation. Oden details the core beliefs
concerning Jesus Christ that have been handed down for the last two hundred decades, namely, who he was,
what he did, and what that means for us today. Part three examines how the work of God in creation and
redemption is being brought to consummation by the Holy Spirit in persons, through communities, and in the
fullness of human destiny. Oden's magisterial study not only treats the traditional elements of systematical
theology but also highlights the foundational exegetes throughout history. Covering the ecumenical councils
and early synods; the great teachers of the Eastern church tradition, including Athanasius and John
Chrysostom; and the prominent Western figures such as Augustine, Ambrose, Thomas Aquinas, Martin
Luther, and John Calvin, this book offers the reader the fullest understanding of the Christian faith available.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Thomas C. Oden is the Henry Anson Buttz Professor of Theology and Ethics at Drew University and the
author of more than twenty widely read books, including Pastoral Theology, Agenda for Theology, and
Kerygma and Counseling. He is also the general editor of the pioneering series The Ancient Christian
Commentary on Scripture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nikki Jones:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Classic Christianity: A Systematic
Theology will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Jennifer Newhouse:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Classic Christianity: A Systematic Theology is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Heather Lanham:

The reserve with title Classic Christianity: A Systematic Theology has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Betty Dunham:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go



through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and soon. The Classic Christianity: A Systematic Theology will give you new experience in looking at a
book.
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