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Language is a hallmark of the human species; the flexibility and unbounded
expressivity of our linguistic abilities is unique in the biological world. In this
book, Morten Christiansen and Nick Chater argue that to understand this
astonishing phenomenon, we must consider how language is created: moment by
moment, in the generation and understanding of individual utterances; year by
year, as new language learners acquire language skills; and generation by
generation, as languages change, split, and fuse through the processes of cultural
evolution. Christiansen and Chater propose a revolutionary new framework for
understanding the evolution, acquisition, and processing of language, offering an
integrated theory of how language creation is intertwined across these multiple
timescales.

Christiansen and Chater argue that mainstream generative approaches to
language do not provide compelling accounts of language evolution, acquisition,
and processing. Their own account draws on important developments from
across the language sciences, including statistical natural language processing,
learnability theory, computational modeling, and psycholinguistic experiments
with children and adults. Christiansen and Chater also consider some of the
major implications of their theoretical approach for our understanding of how
language works, offering alternative accounts of specific aspects of language,
including the structure of the vocabulary, the importance of experience in
language processing, and the nature of recursive linguistic structure.
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Language is a hallmark of the human species; the flexibility and unbounded expressivity of our linguistic
abilities is unique in the biological world. In this book, Morten Christiansen and Nick Chater argue that to
understand this astonishing phenomenon, we must consider how language is created: moment by moment, in
the generation and understanding of individual utterances; year by year, as new language learners acquire
language skills; and generation by generation, as languages change, split, and fuse through the processes of
cultural evolution. Christiansen and Chater propose a revolutionary new framework for understanding the
evolution, acquisition, and processing of language, offering an integrated theory of how language creation is
intertwined across these multiple timescales.

Christiansen and Chater argue that mainstream generative approaches to language do not provide compelling
accounts of language evolution, acquisition, and processing. Their own account draws on important
developments from across the language sciences, including statistical natural language processing,
learnability theory, computational modeling, and psycholinguistic experiments with children and adults.
Christiansen and Chater also consider some of the major implications of their theoretical approach for our
understanding of how language works, offering alternative accounts of specific aspects of language,
including the structure of the vocabulary, the importance of experience in language processing, and the
nature of recursive linguistic structure.
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Editorial Review

Review

Our understanding of language -- its evolution, acquisition, and processing -- is undergoing a seismic shift
and this engaging, ambitious book clarifies and motivates the new exciting landscape.

(Adele E. Goldberg, Professor of Psychology, Princeton University)

This book is unique in its attempt to take a usage-based and unified approach to the sciences of language: its
evolution, historical change, processing, and acquisition. It covers an extraordinarily wide range of relevant
and up-to-date literature from which it builds an important theoretical approach. It provides the foundation
for asking all the fundamental questions in language research.

(Elena Lieven, Professor, ESRC LuCiD Child Study Centre, University of Manchester; coauthor of Child
Language Acquisition: Contrasting Theoretical Approaches)

Christiansen and Chater's Creating Language presents a compelling account of how acquisition and
processing mutually constrain one another in shaping both linguistic performance and the nature of language.
Then, to top it off, they fearlessly touch the linguistic third rail, language evolution, and the time scales shift
from milliseconds and months, to millennia. The book will excite controversy, but it most certainly will
excite.

(Gary S. Dell, Professor of Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign)

About the Author
Morten H. Christiansen is Professor of Psychology and Codirector of the Cognitive Science Program at
Cornell University.

Nick Chater is Professor of Behavioural Science at Warwick Business School, University of Warwick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tawny Morgenstern:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Creating Language: Integrating Evolution,
Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press).



Kimberley Bailey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Creating Language:
Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) book as starter and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Merritt:

Beside this kind of Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) in
your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition,
and Processing (MIT Press) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

June Slater:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition,
and Processing (MIT Press) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Creating Language:
Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press).
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