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The term 'feminized counsel' denotes the advice associated with and spoken by
women characters. This book demonstrates that rather than classify women's
voices as an opposite against which to define masculine authority, late medieval
vernacular poets embraced the feminine as a representation of their subordination
to kings, patrons, and authorities. The works studied include Gower's Confessio
Amantis, Chaucer's Legend of Good Women and Melibee, and English
translations of Christine de Pizan's Epistre Othea. To advise readers, these texts
draw on the politicized genre of mirrors for princes. Whereas Latin mirrors such
as the Secretum secretorum and Giles of Rome's De regimine principum
represented women as inferior, weak, and detrimental to masculine authority,
these vernacular texts break traditional expectations and portray women as
essential and authoritative political counsellors.

By considering Latin and French sources, historical models of queens'
intercessions, and literary models of authoritative female personifications, this
study explores the woman counsellor as a literary topos that enabled poets to
criticize, advise, and influence powerful readers. Feminized Counsel elucidates
the manner in which vernacular poets concerned with issues of counsel, mercy,
and power identified with fictional women's struggles to develop authority in the
political sphere. These women counsellors become enabling models that
paradoxically generate authority for poets who also lack access to traditionally
recognized forms of intellectual or literary authority.
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The term 'feminized counsel' denotes the advice associated with and spoken by women characters. This book
demonstrates that rather than classify women's voices as an opposite against which to define masculine
authority, late medieval vernacular poets embraced the feminine as a representation of their subordination to
kings, patrons, and authorities. The works studied include Gower's Confessio Amantis, Chaucer's Legend of
Good Women and Melibee, and English translations of Christine de Pizan's Epistre Othea. To advise readers,
these texts draw on the politicized genre of mirrors for princes. Whereas Latin mirrors such as the Secretum
secretorum and Giles of Rome's De regimine principum represented women as inferior, weak, and
detrimental to masculine authority, these vernacular texts break traditional expectations and portray women
as essential and authoritative political counsellors.

By considering Latin and French sources, historical models of queens' intercessions, and literary models of
authoritative female personifications, this study explores the woman counsellor as a literary topos that
enabled poets to criticize, advise, and influence powerful readers. Feminized Counsel elucidates the manner
in which vernacular poets concerned with issues of counsel, mercy, and power identified with fictional
women's struggles to develop authority in the political sphere. These women counsellors become enabling
models that paradoxically generate authority for poets who also lack access to traditionally recognized forms
of intellectual or literary authority.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500
(Disputatio).

Diana Saffold:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500
(Disputatio) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Eric Langley:

This Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) is brand new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.



Corey Smith:

You can find this Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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