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Have you ever accompanied an evening of game-playing with a bowl of salty
chips or slabs of pizza? If so, you know that greasy fingers can be a distraction,
with players interrupting the game to grab napkins or even lick their
fingers—immediately before grabbing the communal spinner. Gourmet Game
Night has the solution: instead of relying on conventional convenience snacks
and standbys, you’ve got imaginative, homemade options; instead of greasy
hands and game pieces, you’ve got mess-free, bite-sized snacks.
 
Cookbook writer, magazine contributor, and culinary blogger Cynthia Nims
offers inventive alternatives that make hands-clean dining easy, including:
 
• Edible wrappers around savory centers (Shrimp Cakes in Shiso Leaves, page
66)
 
• Bite-sized versions of unwieldy classics for easy grabbing between moves
(Caesar Dip with Big Croutons and Romaine, page 18)
 
• Edible bases to support tender ingredients (Tuna Tartare on Daikon Slices, page
58)
 
• Innovative mini containers such as shot glasses for liquid fare (Chilled Avocado
Soup with Roasted Poblano Cream, page 112)
 
• Neat sweet treats paired with gooey dippers (Brown Butter Pound Cake with
Caramel Dip, page 34)
 
• And of course, party-friendly drinks poured by the pitcherful (Pomegranate-
Mint Fizz, page 138)
 
 
Cynthia Nims’s creative and contemporary recipes will liven up any event where
free hands are of the essence, whether you’re gathering friends for a poker night,
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rolling those dice for a board-game party, spicing up your bridge club, planning a
family Scrabble tournament, or impressing your book club or knitting group!
Indeed, Gourmet Game Night proves that you don’t need a fancy night on the
town to have fun; instead, gather your friends for satisfying small bites—and
hopefully a winning streak—at home.
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Have you ever accompanied an evening of game-playing with a bowl of salty chips or slabs of pizza? If so,
you know that greasy fingers can be a distraction, with players interrupting the game to grab napkins or even
lick their fingers—immediately before grabbing the communal spinner. Gourmet Game Night has the
solution: instead of relying on conventional convenience snacks and standbys, you’ve got imaginative,
homemade options; instead of greasy hands and game pieces, you’ve got mess-free, bite-sized snacks.
 
Cookbook writer, magazine contributor, and culinary blogger Cynthia Nims offers inventive alternatives that
make hands-clean dining easy, including:
 
• Edible wrappers around savory centers (Shrimp Cakes in Shiso Leaves, page 66)
 
• Bite-sized versions of unwieldy classics for easy grabbing between moves (Caesar Dip with Big Croutons
and Romaine, page 18)
 
• Edible bases to support tender ingredients (Tuna Tartare on Daikon Slices, page 58)
 
• Innovative mini containers such as shot glasses for liquid fare (Chilled Avocado Soup with Roasted
Poblano Cream, page 112)
 
• Neat sweet treats paired with gooey dippers (Brown Butter Pound Cake with Caramel Dip, page 34)
 
• And of course, party-friendly drinks poured by the pitcherful (Pomegranate-Mint Fizz, page 138)
 
 
Cynthia Nims’s creative and contemporary recipes will liven up any event where free hands are of the
essence, whether you’re gathering friends for a poker night, rolling those dice for a board-game party,
spicing up your bridge club, planning a family Scrabble tournament, or impressing your book club or
knitting group! Indeed, Gourmet Game Night proves that you don’t need a fancy night on the town to have
fun; instead, gather your friends for satisfying small bites—and hopefully a winning streak—at home.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
While many types of entertainment have suffered during the recession, the popularity of board games is on
the rise. And with more game nights at home, there of course is the need for more hors d'oeuvres. Nims
(Memorable Suppers) comes to the rescue and applies several different snack strategies in an effort to
eliminate such social dilemmas as sticky playing cards, greasy dice, and stained Monopoly money. Skewers
make for a perfect hands-off approach to treats like lamb and olive kebabs and herb-marinated shrimp.
Sandwiches are a time-honored way to stay dainty. Among the 10 offered are chicken salad with orange and
walnuts and petits croque monsieurs with Gruyere and plum tomatoes. And if it is a food that cannot be
stabbed or placed between slices of bread, it can probably be miniaturized and self-contained. Witness the
baby baja tacos, where seafood, cilantro, and sour cream are wrapped tight in a six-inch tortilla, or the
stuffed large pasta shells with kale-ricotta filling. Nims also includes tiny desserts, such as mocha cheesecake
bars, and large drinks, like lava lounge punch, with rum and Chambord, to help placate sore losers. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Gourmet Game Night is a creative and contemporary collection of recipes that make eating well a neat and
tidy prospect."
--Amy's Table, 4/5/10

"Without question, Gourmet Game Night achieves what it sets out to do. I recommend the book for anyone
who hosts game nights or is looking to start.
Final verdict: nine of out of ten cherry tomatoes."
--The Puzzler, Chicago Tribune Red Eye blog, 4/5/10

"The arrival of Cynthia Nims's new Gourmet Game Night cookbook made us reevaluate our game-night
mentality. We were pleasantly surprised to find that the cookbook lives up to its title, with recipes that cater
to an updated game-centric gathering. The wide range of dishes offer bite-size and mess-free (to keep your
fingers and your Cranium clay clean) options that don't sacrifice sophistication."
--TastingTable.com National Edition, 3/11/10

"We’re all for the resurgence of old fashioned game nights—but we could do without the Doritos-dust
coating our Yahtzee dice. In her brand new cookbook, Gourmet Game Night, food writer Cynthia Nims
shares recipes to help game night hosts conquer the perils of sticky snacks. . . . Sounds like everybody wins."
--Seattle Magazine, March 2010

"Cookbook reviews are not something that we do a lot around here, but “Gourmet Game Night” was
something we made an exception for. . . . Aside from a great variety of food, Gourmet Game Night is great
book to lure your mom’s bridge night into Ticket to Ride night."
--Guilt Free Games, 3/2/10

“Oh my Yahtzee! Anything that brings friends and family together sharing delicious bites of food tickles my
fancy. I’m going for an Orange Negroni and a Crostini with Wild Mushroom Tapenade. My domino train is
open for dinner!”
--TOM DOUGLAS, James Beard Award–winning chef and author of Tom Douglas’ Seattle Kitchen
 
“The recipes in this book, your favorite game, and some good friends: the ingredients for a great evening!”



--CORI SNYDER SCHUMAN, creator of Celebrity Chef! The Game

About the Author
Cynthia Nims studied at La Varenne Ecole de Cuisine and assisted owner Anne Willan with various
cookbook projects. She has authored or coauthored twelve cookbooks, including Memorable Recipes,
Rover’s, and the Northwest Homegrown Cookbook series. Cynthia has been editor of Simply Seafood
magazine and food editor for Seattle Magazine. She contributes to Cooking Light, Coastal Living, and
Sunset. Cynthia and her husband live in a house with a game-lover’s basement in Seattle, Washington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cleveland Wheeler:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized, Mess-Free Eating for
Board-Game Parties, Bridge Clubs, Poker Nights, Book Groups, and More is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Laurie Riley:

This Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized, Mess-Free Eating for Board-Game Parties, Bridge Clubs, Poker
Nights, Book Groups, and More are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason of this Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized, Mess-Free Eating for Board-Game Parties, Bridge Clubs,
Poker Nights, Book Groups, and More can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized, Mess-Free Eating for Board-Game
Parties, Bridge Clubs, Poker Nights, Book Groups, and More giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Goldie Oleary:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized,
Mess-Free Eating for Board-Game Parties, Bridge Clubs, Poker Nights, Book Groups, and More, you could
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.



Linda Soto:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized, Mess-
Free Eating for Board-Game Parties, Bridge Clubs, Poker Nights, Book Groups, and More to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book
Gourmet Game Night: Bite-Sized, Mess-Free Eating for Board-Game Parties, Bridge Clubs, Poker Nights,
Book Groups, and More can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of this time.
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