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In their first three years of life, babies face the most complex learning endeavor
they will ever undertake as human beings: They learn to talk. Now, as
researchers make new forays into the mystery of the development of the human
brain, Golinkoff and Hirsh-Pasek, both developmental psychologists and
language experts, offer parents a powerfully insightful guidebook to how
infants—even while in the womb—begin to learn language. Along the way, the
authors provide parents with the latest scientific findings, devel opmental
milestones, and important advice on how to create the most effective learning
environments for their children. This book takes readers on afascinating, vitally
important exploration of the dance between nature and nurture, and explains how
parents can help their children learn more successfully.
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Intheir first three years of life, babies face the most complex learning endeavor they will ever undertake as
human beings: They learn to talk. Now, as researchers make new forays into the mystery of the development
of the human brain, Golinkoff and Hirsh-Pasek, both developmental psychologists and language experts,
offer parents a powerfully insightful guidebook to how infants—even while in the womb—begin to learn
language. Along the way, the authors provide parents with the latest scientific findings, developmental
milestones, and important advice on how to create the most effective learning environments for their
children. This book takes readers on a fascinating, vitally important exploration of the dance between nature
and nurture, and explains how parents can help their children learn more successfully.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Both mothers and specidistsin infant language, Golinkoff (education, Univ. of Delaware) and Hirsh-Pasek
(psychology, Temple Univ.) present an in-depth study of language development during the first three years
of life. Beginning with the fetus and newborn, the authors take the reader through the steps and stages of
language learning. The text isinterspersed with activities readers can use to assess the specific development
of their own children. While stressing the individual differences of children in using language, each chapter
includes indicators of delayed development to alert parents and caregivers. How Babies Talk should be
useful and interesting to anyone involved with young children. Recommended for public and academic
libraries. AKay L. Brodie, Chesapeake Coll., Wye Mills, MD

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Language learning isinnate, and children throughout the world achieve the same milestones in much the
same order. Recent advances in theoretical models and methodological tools reveal the "language instinct” in
babies, newborns, and even fetuses. Armed with an understanding of language devel opment--from what
fetuses hear to infant communication to crying, babbling, pointing, and first words to toddler vocabulary
building, simple sentences, and the emergence of grammar to using language to get what is wanted--parents
will be better able to encourage children and to spot when development is not proceeding normally. The
book's prose is crisp, clear, concise, often humorous. The contents are unusually substantive for a handbook
targeted to parents, as the bibliography of scientific citations confirms. Important scientific results and their
applicationsto daily life are highlighted as lessons under the heading " Scientific Sleuthing Pays Off" and
modified for use at home as"Try This" exercises. A key resource for parenting collections. Kathryn
Carpenter

From Kirkus Reviews

This guide to how children learn language highlights the ~“extraordinary in the ordinary" and applies the
latest scientific research to understanding the art of speech. Golinkoff and Hirsh-Patek, academics at the
University of Delaware and Temple University respectively, draw from linguistics, psychology, and their
own experience as mothers to plumb the depths of language learning. Their conclusion? Babies know alot
more than theyre letting on. In fact, because of breakthrough studies that monitor fetal heartbeats, researchers
now know that even before birth, babies not only recognize their mothers' voices, but can also discriminate
between nursery rhymes they've heard before and those that are new. From that point, the authors discuss
babies early attempts at nonverbal communication, moving toward those hard-won first words, through the
toddlers ““vocabulary spurt,” right up to the preschoolers' Herculean struggle to master not only the niceties
of grammar, but also the social aspect of knowing what to say and when to say it. Using techniques that track
babies' gaze, heartbeats, and bottle-sucking rates, the book does an impressive job of taking readers behind
the scenes of each of these milestones. While they stress that " children's minds are rich with language-
learning resources,” the authors emphasize what parents and caregivers can do to help the process along;
suggestions include using "infant-directed" language, commonly known as ""baby talk" so that words,
phrases and vowels stand out amidst the endless stream of adult talk, and engaging in ““rich interpretation” of
atoddler's two-word sentence by expanding on the thought without offering corrections. How Babies Talk
takes arefreshingly reassuring tone about speech delays, asserting that most children eventually catch up to
their more loguacious peers. When it comes to language learning, the authors declare, ~“nature and nurture
are involved in an intricate dance with each other. ™ This book will certainly help parents learn some new
steps. -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Babara L opez:

The publication with title How Babies Talk: The Magic and Mystery of Language in the First Three Y ears of
Life contains alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book.
That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
now. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Carol Pyles:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually How Babies Tak: The Magic and Mystery of Language in the First Three Y ears of
Life.

Omar Stewart:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find alot of referralsto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
view that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to your account is How Babies Talk: The Magic and Mystery of Language in the First Three Years of Life
this reserve consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explainit is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Anne Simons:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims How Babies Tak: The Magic and Mystery of Language in the First Three Y ears of Life.
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