
Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of
North American Mammals (Peterson
Reference Guides)

By Dr. Mark Elbroch, Kurt Rinehart

Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals
(Peterson Reference Guides) By Dr. Mark Elbroch, Kurt Rinehart

Oftentimes when we glimpse an animal in the wild, we have no idea what we’ve
seen. We want to know, and field guides are an ideal aid for identification. But
when we want to know more about the lives of these animals—their natural
histories, their place in the larger ecological community, and where to look for
them in the future—we can turn to Behavior of North American Mammals. This
exciting addition to the Peterson Reference Guide series is highly readable and
full of fascinating facts. For example, when an opossum plays dead, it isn't
pretending: opossums actually do enter a catatonic deathlike state. Armadillos
sequester air in their guts, blow up to twice their normal volume, and paddle
across the water. And beavers stockpile food for winter by catching it in beneath
a raft of branches, which gets frozen in place and keeps them well supplied until
spring. A guide not to identifying mammals, but to understanding what they do,
Behavior of North American Mammals provides detailed information on more
than 70 species of mammals and includes illuminating and attractive photographs
and drawings. Comprehensive, authoritative, and accessible, the book includes
information on daily and seasonal activity, food and foraging, home range and
habitat, communication, courtship and mating, development and dispersal of
young, interactions with their own species, and interactions with other species.
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Oftentimes when we glimpse an animal in the wild, we have no idea what we’ve seen. We want to know, and
field guides are an ideal aid for identification. But when we want to know more about the lives of these
animals—their natural histories, their place in the larger ecological community, and where to look for them
in the future—we can turn to Behavior of North American Mammals. This exciting addition to the Peterson
Reference Guide series is highly readable and full of fascinating facts. For example, when an opossum plays
dead, it isn't pretending: opossums actually do enter a catatonic deathlike state. Armadillos sequester air in
their guts, blow up to twice their normal volume, and paddle across the water. And beavers stockpile food for
winter by catching it in beneath a raft of branches, which gets frozen in place and keeps them well supplied
until spring. A guide not to identifying mammals, but to understanding what they do, Behavior of North
American Mammals provides detailed information on more than 70 species of mammals and includes
illuminating and attractive photographs and drawings. Comprehensive, authoritative, and accessible, the
book includes information on daily and seasonal activity, food and foraging, home range and habitat,
communication, courtship and mating, development and dispersal of young, interactions with their own
species, and interactions with other species.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

Oftentimes when we glimpse an animal in the wild, we have no idea what we ve seen. We want to know, and
field guides are an ideal aid for identification. But when we want to know more about the lives of these
animals their natural histories, their place in the larger ecological community, and where to look for them in
the future we can now turn to Behavior of North American Mammals.

This exciting new addition to the Peterson Reference Guide series is highly readable and full of fascinating
facts. For example, when an opossum plays dead it isn't pretending: opossums actually do enter a catatonic
deathlike state. Armadillos sequester air in their guts, blow up to twice their normal volume, and paddle
across the water. And beavers stockpile food for winter by caching it in beneath a raft of branches, which
gets frozen in place and keeps them well supplied until spring.

A guide not to identifying mammals, but to understanding what they do, Behavior of North American
Mammals provides detailed information on more than 70 species of mammals and includes illuminating and
attractive photographs and drawings. Comprehensive, authoritative, and accessible, the book includes
information on daily and seasonal activity, food and foraging, home range and habitat, communication,
courtship and mating, development and dispersal of young, interactions with their own species, and
interactions with other species."

From the Back Cover

PETERSON REFERENCE GUIDES
Sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation and the Roger Tory Peterson Institute

Some of the natural history included in Behavior of North American Mammals:

A squirrel can regulate its temperature by manipulating a bundle of blood vessels at the base of its tail. The
bundle functions like a gate for blood flow, so that when it swells it blocks blood flow into the tail,
maintaining warmth in the squirrel's core. Releasing the blood into the tail dissipates heat, cooling the animal
when it's hot.

The alpha is not the largest or most aggressive wolf, but rather the wisest animal, best able to keep the pack
alive by avoiding unnecessary conflict.

Porcupines' quills have barbed tips that make them difficult and painful to remove. The barbs are angled in
such a way that if the quills are left unattended, they dig deeper and deeper into an animal as it moves.
Should the quills avoid large bones and vital organs, with enough time they can work their way straight
through an animal and come out the other side.

In a complex behavior called haying, pikas strategically harvest plants during the summer months that would
be poisonous if they were eaten immediately. But in a few months, the toxins in these plants break down.
The plants actually maintain their nutritional value longer than other species do, so they provide food during
the winter.

Peterson Reference Guides offer authoritative, comprehensive information, including detailed text, maps,



and superior illustrations. Written by expert authors, the guides are an unparalleled resource for
understanding specific groups of animals.
"

About the Author

Dr. Mark Elbroch is author and coauthor of several guides to natural history. He is currently the Science
Director of Panthera’s Jaguar and Puma Programs. He earned his doctoral degree while leading cougar
projects in Southern Chile and the United States.

Kurt Rinehart is a professional wildlife biologist. He lives in Vermont with his wife and children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

This Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals (Peterson Reference Guides)
are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Peterson
Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals (Peterson Reference Guides) can be one of
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals (Peterson Reference
Guides) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Christina Mundell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to reading a
guide. The book Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals (Peterson
Reference Guides) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book provides high quality.

Roman Leonard:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Peterson Reference Guide to the
Behavior of North American Mammals (Peterson Reference Guides) publication written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still question Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals
(Peterson Reference Guides) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one



guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to another sixth sense.

Dennis Jenkins:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Peterson Reference Guide to the Behavior of North American Mammals (Peterson
Reference Guides) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short
time problems.
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