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Between the pleats: Issey Miyake’s innovative clothing line
 
Issey Miyake’s Pleats Please collections were launched in 1993. Made from
single pieces of high quality 100% polyester fabric, Pleats Please clothing is
innovative in its process: the clothes are first cut and sewn together from fabric
that is nearly three times larger than the finished item of clothing, then
sandwiched between sheets of paper and hand fed into a pleats machine. From
tube dresses to cardigans, skirts, shirts, or elastic-waisted pants: the clothes
emerge with permanent pleats. This industrial process allows both texture and
form to be created at the same time. Vertical pleating is used to create different
effects and architectural shapes. Pleats Please clothes are very functional and
practical; they store easily, travel well, require no ironing, can be machine-
washed, and dry within hours. Shapes are simple, and the colors and prints
diverse (a set of basic colors is available each season, plus seasonal colors and
prints). The clothes’ simple beauty, comfort, lightness, and ease of care have
changed the way many women all over the world dress.

For the first time, the story of this revolutionary line of clothing is being
told. The concept of Pleats Please Issey Miyake is explored through a vast array
of texts and images, tracing its journey from inception, through material
development, to its public reception. The explanation of its evolution also
includes, also for the first time, a section not only revealing the creation of the
original thread — but also the pleating process!
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Between the pleats: Issey Miyake’s innovative clothing line
 
Issey Miyake’s Pleats Please collections were launched in 1993. Made from single pieces of high quality
100% polyester fabric, Pleats Please clothing is innovative in its process: the clothes are first cut and sewn
together from fabric that is nearly three times larger than the finished item of clothing, then sandwiched
between sheets of paper and hand fed into a pleats machine. From tube dresses to cardigans, skirts, shirts, or
elastic-waisted pants: the clothes emerge with permanent pleats. This industrial process allows both texture
and form to be created at the same time. Vertical pleating is used to create different effects and architectural
shapes. Pleats Please clothes are very functional and practical; they store easily, travel well, require no
ironing, can be machine-washed, and dry within hours. Shapes are simple, and the colors and prints diverse
(a set of basic colors is available each season, plus seasonal colors and prints). The clothes’ simple beauty,
comfort, lightness, and ease of care have changed the way many women all over the world dress.

For the first time, the story of this revolutionary line of clothing is being told. The concept of Pleats
Please Issey Miyake is explored through a vast array of texts and images, tracing its journey from inception,
through material development, to its public reception. The explanation of its evolution also includes, also for
the first time, a section not only revealing the creation of the original thread — but also the pleating
process!
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Renowned clothing designer Issey Miyake studied graphic design at the Tama Art University in Tokyo,
graduating in 1963. In 1970, he founded the Miyake Design Studio in Tokyo. In the late 80s, he began to
experiment with new methods of pleating that would allow both beauty and flexibility of movement for the
wearer as well as ease of care and production. This eventually resulted in a new technique called garment
pleating and in 1993, the Pleats Please line was launched. After turning over the design of both men's and
women's collections to his designers, Miyake worked on the realization of 21_21 Design Sight, a design
exhibition institution that opened in 2007 in Tokyo. In 2010, Miyake presented a new and innovative line
called "132 5 Issey Miyake". Its concept developed into a lighting series called "IN-EI ISSEY MIYAKE"
which was launched in 2012.

Born in Tokyo, Midori Kitamura is the president of the Miyake Design Studio. Starting in 1976 as press
attaché, she has worked under Issey Miyake on collections, exhibitions, and publications. She also manages
projects for Issey Miyake, including creative direction of products such as perfumes and watches. Kitamura
became the president of 21_21 Design Sight in 2009, and was the exhibition director of Irving Penn and
Issey Miyake: Visual Dialogue held in 2011. She created the concept and was the editorial director of
TASCHEN’s Issey Miyake Pleats Please book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

The book Pleats Please: Issey Miyake make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Pleats Please: Issey Miyake to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Pleats
Please: Issey Miyake. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lisa Vazquez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Pleats Please: Issey Miyake.

Ethelyn Allen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will



make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspapers, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book.
The actual book that recommended for your requirements is Pleats Please: Issey Miyake this guide consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Linda White:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Pleats Please: Issey Miyake to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that
the guide Pleats Please: Issey Miyake can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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