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Catholicism has had a profound and lasting influence on the shape, the meaning,
and the course of American history. Now, in the first book to reflect the new
communal and social awakening which emerged from Vatican Council II, here is
a vibrant and compelling history of the American Catholic experience—one that
will surely become the standard volume for this decade, and decades to come.

Spanning nearly five hundred years, the narrative eloquently describes the
Catholic experience from the arrival of Columbus and the other European
explorers to the present day. It sheds fascinating new light on the work of the first
vanguard of missionaries, and on the religious struggles and tensions of the early
settlers. We watch Catholicism as it spread across the New World, and see how it
transformed—and was transformed by—the land and its people. We follow the
evolution of the urban ethnic communities and learn about the vital contributions
of the immigrant church to Catholicism. And finally, we share in the controversy
of the modern church and the extraordinary changes in the Catholic
consciousness as it comes to grips with such contemporary social and theological
issues as war and peace and the arms race, materialism, birth control and
abortion, social justice, civil rights, religious freedom, the ordination of women,
and married clergy.

The American Catholic Experience is not just the history of an institution, but a
chronicle of the dreams and aspirations, the crises and faith, of a thriving, ever-
evolving religious community. It provides a penetrating and deeply thoughtful
look at an experience as diverse, as exciting, and as powerful as America itself.
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Catholicism has had a profound and lasting influence on the shape, the meaning, and the course of American
history. Now, in the first book to reflect the new communal and social awakening which emerged from
Vatican Council II, here is a vibrant and compelling history of the American Catholic experience—one that
will surely become the standard volume for this decade, and decades to come.

Spanning nearly five hundred years, the narrative eloquently describes the Catholic experience from the
arrival of Columbus and the other European explorers to the present day. It sheds fascinating new light on
the work of the first vanguard of missionaries, and on the religious struggles and tensions of the early
settlers. We watch Catholicism as it spread across the New World, and see how it transformed—and was
transformed by—the land and its people. We follow the evolution of the urban ethnic communities and learn
about the vital contributions of the immigrant church to Catholicism. And finally, we share in the
controversy of the modern church and the extraordinary changes in the Catholic consciousness as it comes to
grips with such contemporary social and theological issues as war and peace and the arms race, materialism,
birth control and abortion, social justice, civil rights, religious freedom, the ordination of women, and
married clergy.

The American Catholic Experience is not just the history of an institution, but a chronicle of the dreams and
aspirations, the crises and faith, of a thriving, ever-evolving religious community. It provides a penetrating
and deeply thoughtful look at an experience as diverse, as exciting, and as powerful as America itself.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Dolan writes in a lively manner and synthesizes vast amounts of material with a flair reminiscent of Martin
Marty at his best. Tracing the history of Ca tholicism in America from the Spanish missions to the 1983
pastoral letter ``The Challenge of Peace,'' Dolan (who considers himself a social historian) de scribes the life
and faith of the ``little'' people without ignoring the intellectual currents that swirled about them. De spite
some occasional choppiness and confusion engendered by the book's mixed chronological/topical organiza
tion, this is an admirable work that will appeal to general readers and still serve for academic use; indeed, the
footnotes are a treasure trove for students and scholars of American Catholic history. Highly recommended.
D. Stephen Rockwood, Mt. St. Mary's Coll. Lib., Emmitsburg, Md.
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Jay P. Dolan is professor emeritus of history at the University of Notre Dame, where he founded the Cushwa
Center for the Study of American Catholicism. He is the author of several books, including The American
Catholic Experience: A History from Colonial Times to the Present.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

This book untitled The American Catholic Experience: A History from Colonial Times to the Present to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

Michael Moore:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The American
Catholic Experience: A History from Colonial Times to the Present.

Cleveland Bolton:

This The American Catholic Experience: A History from Colonial Times to the Present is brand new way for



you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading
this The American Catholic Experience: A History from Colonial Times to the Present can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books create
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Christopher Suttle:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That The American Catholic Experience: A History from Colonial Times to
the Present can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The American Catholic
Experience: A History from Colonial Times to the Present.
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