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Paul Johnson and Sean Wilentz brilliantly recapture the forgotten story of
Matthias the Prophet, imbuing their richly researched account with the dramatic
force of anovel.

In the hands of Johnson and Wilentz, the strange tale of Matthias opens a
fascinating window into the turbulent movements of the religious revival known
as the Second Great Awakening--movements that swept up great numbers of
evangelical Americans and gave rise to new sects like the Mormons. Into this
teeming environment walked a down-and-out carpenter named Robert Matthews,
who announced himself as Matthias, prophet of the God of the Jews. His
hypnotic personality drew in acast of unforgettable characters--the meekly
devout businessman Elijah Pierson, who once tried to raise his late wife from the
dead; the young attractive Christian couple, Benjamin Folger and hiswife Ann
(who seduced the woman-hating Prophet); and the shrewd ex-slave Isabella Van
Wagenen, regarded by some as "the most wicked of the wicked." None was more
colorful than the Prophet himself, a bearded, thundering tyrant who gathered his
followersinto an absolutist household, using their money to buy an elaborate,
eccentric wardrobe, and reordering their marital relations. By the time the
tensions within the kingdom exploded into a clash with the law, Matthias had
become a national scandal.
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Paul Johnson and Sean Wilentz brilliantly recapture the forgotten story of Matthias the Prophet, imbuing
their richly researched account with the dramatic force of anovel.

In the hands of Johnson and Wilentz, the strange tale of Matthias opens a fascinating window into the
turbulent movements of the religious revival known as the Second Great Awakening--movements that swept
up great numbers of evangelical Americans and gave rise to new sects like the Mormons. Into this teeming
environment walked a down-and-out carpenter named Robert Matthews, who announced himself as
Matthias, prophet of the God of the Jews. His hypnotic personality drew in acast of unforgettable characters-
-the meekly devout businessman Elijah Pierson, who once tried to raise his late wife from the dead; the
young attractive Christian couple, Benjamin Folger and his wife Ann (who seduced the woman-hating
Prophet); and the shrewd ex-dave Isabella Van Wagenen, regarded by some as "the most wicked of the
wicked." None was more colorful than the Prophet himself, a bearded, thundering tyrant who gathered his
followers into an absolutist household, using their money to buy an elaborate, eccentric wardrobe, and
reordering their marital relations. By the time the tensions within the kingdom exploded into a clash with the
law, Matthias had become a national scandal.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The book reads much like anovel....The authors relate this offbeat tale like the good storytellers they are,
sgeezing the story out of anumber of sourcesin acreative and imaginative way."--Journal of Social History

"A history book that reads like anovel of suspense and intrique...it affords us arare glimpse into a much-
misunderstood time."--WORLD

"Johnson and Wilentz successfully anchor their narrative in the religious and economic history of the early
nineteenth century."--American Historical Review

"The story is an inherently engrossing one, and its retelling will be of direct value to scholars of the history
of communitarianism and of alternative religions. The scholarship here...isimpressive; the authors have
come up with remarkable detailed sources for a story so seemingly marginal and so long past. But even more
impressive is their ability to tell an engrossing story in language at once scholarly and as compelling as that
of agood novel."--Utopian Sudies

"Thisinteresting and informative examination of an early religious cult will be a definite asset for anyone
doing research on the history of cults."--KLIATT, November 1995

About the Author

Paul E. Johnson is Distinguished Professor of History Emeritus at the University of South Carolinaand is
the author of numerous books, including Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper and A Shopkeeper's Millennium:
Society and Revivalsin Rochester, New York, 1815-1837.

Sean Wilentz is George Henry Davis 1886 Professor of American History, Princeton University. Heisthe
author of Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the American Working Class, 1788-1950 and
The Rise of Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln, among other titles.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Maria Gomez:

The ability that you get from The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century
Americamay be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Kingdom of Matthias:
A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century
Americainstantly.

Jennifer Crowe:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and
Salvation in 19th-Century America as the daily resource information.

William Delacruz:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Kingdom of
Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The Kingdom of Matthias. A Story of Sex and
Salvation in 19th-Century Americais the main of several books that everyone read now. That book was
inspired many peoplein the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this guide. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world with this book.

Vincent Olson:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century
Americawas filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from abook, you can sense enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get
book that you just wanted.
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