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Discover the last W.O.R.D. in vegetable gardening with Ed Smith's amazing
gardening system. By integrating four principles -- Wide beds, Organic methods,
Raised beds, and Deep beds -- Smith reinvents vegetable gardening, making it
possible for everyone to have the best, most successful garden ever. By following
this complete system you cultivate deep, powerful soil that nourishes plants and
discourages pests and disease. The result is fewer weeds, healthier plants, and
lots of great-tasting vegetables. Plus, you'll enjoy gardening as you never have
before. The Vegetable Gardener's Bible -- the last W.O.R.D. in vegetable
gardening.

Praise for the book:
"this book will answer all your questions as well as put you on the path to an
abundant harvest. As a bonus, anecdotes and stories make this informative book
fun to read." - New York Newsday
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Wouldn't it be lovely to have a patch of corn, lettuce, tomatoes, peppers, and beans just steps from your
kitchen door? Would you like to learn how to control your zucchini plant? Ed Smith, an experienced
vegetable gardener from Vermont, has put together this amazingly comprehensive and commonsensical
manual, The Vegetable Gardener's Bible. Basically, Ed and his family have been growing a wide variety of
vegetables for years and he's figured out what works. This book, filled with step-by-step info and color
photos, breaks it all down for you.

Ed's system is based on W-O-R-D: Wide rows, Organic methods, Raised beds, Deep soil. With deep, raised
beds, vegetable roots have more room to grow and expand. In traditional narrow-row beds, over half the soil
is compacted into walkways while a garden with wide, deep, raised beds, plants get to use most of the soil. In
Ed's plan, growing space gets about three-quarters of the garden plot and only about a quarter is used for the
walkway. Ed teaches you how to create raised beds both in a larger garden or in separate planked beds. One
of the most important--and most often overlooked--aspects of successful vegetable gardening is crop
rotation. Leaving a crop in the same place for years can deplete nutrients in that area and makes the crop
more likely to be attacked by insects. Rotate at least every two years and your vegetables will be healthier
and bug-free. There's also a good section on insect and blight control.

Before choosing what to grow, go through the last third of the book, where Ed takes a look at the individual
growing, harvesting, and best varieties of a large number of both common and more exotic vegetables and
herbs. Whether you are a putterer or a serious gardener, The Vegetable Gardener's Bible is an excellent
resource to have handy. --Dana Van Nest

From Publishers Weekly
A committed organic gardener, Smith is a proponent of staggered planting in raised, wide and deep beds that
provide conductive root systems and produce abundant harvests. He explains his system, from optimum
siting and soil preparation (he prefers broad-forking over rototilling or double-digging) to companion
planting and compost ("The path to the garden of your dreams leads right through the middle of a compost
pile"). For beginners, he takes the mystery out of such subjects as hardening off ("like a little boot camp for
vegetables") and deciphering the shorthand used in seed catalogues. An abundance of photographs (most of
Smith's own garden) visually bolster the techniques described, while frequent subheads, sidebars and
information-packed photo captions make the layout user-friendly. The book concludes with an alphabetically
arranged listing of vegetables and herbs in which Smith offers advice on every aspect of cultivation, as well
as a selection of the most flavorful varieties. Smith doesn't necessarily break new ground here, but his book
is thorough and infused with practical wisdom and a dry Vermont humor that should endear him to readers.
(Feb.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Smith, caretaker of a 1500-square-foot garden containing almost 100 varieties of vegetables, clearly explains
everything novice and experienced gardeners need to know to grow vegetables and herbs using his system of
wide, deep, raised beds. He gives detailed instructions on siting, preparing, and planning a vegetable garden,
then goes on to cover choosing plant varieties, starting seed, and growing plants. Smith discusses how to
create compost and ecologically friendly methods of dealing with plant diseases and pests. Detailed
explanations of companion planting, crop rotation, and succession planting add to his book's value. The final
third of the book gives specific cultural information (covering all regions of North America), as well as



recommended varieties for many vegetables and selected herbs. Recommended for all libraries for its
thorough, easy-to-follow instructions and information on companion plants and crop rotation.
-Sue O'Brien, Downers Grove P.L. IL
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chris Robertson:

This The Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All North American
Gardening Regions book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The
Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All North American Gardening
Regions without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D
System for All North American Gardening Regions can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All North American Gardening
Regions having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Barbara Duty:

The particular book The Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All
North American Gardening Regions has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this book.

Bernice Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The
Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All North American Gardening
Regions.

Jason Valladares:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Vegetable Gardener's Bible:



Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All North American Gardening Regions to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
The Vegetable Gardener's Bible: Discover Ed's High-Yield W-O-R-D System for All North American
Gardening Regions can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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