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Theodore H. Von Laue's stunningly original and controversial book approaches
the dynamics of twentieth-century history from an entirely new perspective by
proposing that the little-understood historic process known as the world
revolution of Westernization has caused the global violence and warfare of this
century. Accounting for world wars, the rise of communism and fascism,
decolonization, Third World dictatorships, and contemporary terrorism, Von
Laue describes the twin processes of the expansion of Western power and the
emergence of global interdependence.
His journey through the twentieth century begins in the 1870s with the British raj
in India; includes the colonization of Africa, the communist and fascist "counter-
revolutions," the Great Depression, Stalinism and Hitler's unleashing of World
War II, and the post-war emergence of the United States as the foremost
superpower; and ends with the nuclear arms race, the most dangerous of all
global tensions. As a challenging history of the contemporary age, this book will
make readers think more globally and compassionately about the complex issues
that threaten our peace and survival as we prepare to enter the twenty-first
century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Attempts at global perspectives aimed at avoiding such cliched thinking and suggesting innovative
perspectives--and von Laue's 380-page book is one such--are well worth our scrutiny."--Comparative
Civilizations Review

"Very useful for helping advanced undergraduates place current global problems in a broader context."--Paul
Teverow, Missouri Southern State College

"In anticipation of the storms ahead, and in order to gain a better understanding of those already endured,
[statesmen and the public] would be well advised to read Professor Von Laue's wise and deeply humane
reflections upon our present troubled global condition."--Paul Kennedy, Times
Literary Supplement

"Throughout these pages, Von Laue illustrates his thesis with deftly drawn portraits of Hitler, Stalin, Mao
Zedong, Kwame Nkrumah, Jawarharlal Nehru, and many other political leaders....Westernization, Von
Laue...convincingly argue[s], has been an enormously influential process in world
history."--Teaching History

"True to form, Theodore Von Laue offers a grand vision and a provocative interpretation....Must reading for
anyone who wants to gain perspective on the tumultuous twentieth century."--Theda Skocpol, Harvard
University

"Von Laue's effort to change our historical perspective is informed, impassioned--and controversial. His
book is a consciousness-raising experience."--Bruce Mazlish, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"Written with verve, peppered with original insights."--Foreign Affairs

"Von Laue ambitiously surveys our epoch from the viewpoint of acculturation: how the West has won and
what that has wrought."--The Boston Globe

"A fine and wise book--wise in a way few books are."--William H. McNeill, University of Chicago

"Must reading for anyone who wants to gain perspective on the tumultuous twentieth century."--Theda
Skocpol, Harvard University

About the Author

Theodore Von Laue is Frances and Jacob Hiatt Professor of European History, Emeritus, at Clark
University and author of several books, including Why Lenin? Why Stalin?.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Hilda Szymanski:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The World Revolution
of Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled The World Revolution of Westernization: The Twentieth
Century in Global Perspectiveis the main of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Harold Baughman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
personally is The World Revolution of Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective this e-
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all
of you.

Charlotte Neville:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The World Revolution of Westernization: The
Twentieth Century in Global Perspective can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The World
Revolution of Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective.

Anne Young:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The
World Revolution of Westernization: The Twentieth Century in Global Perspective.
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