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Imagine aworld without things. There would be nothing to describe, nothing to
explain, remark, interpret, or complain about. Without things, we would stop
speaking; we would become as mute as things are alleged to be. In nine original
essays, internationally renowned historians of art and of science seek to
understand how objects become charged with significance without losing their
gritty materiality. True to the particularity of things, each of the essays singles
out one object for close attention: a Bosch drawing, the freestanding column, a
Prussian island, soap bubbles, early photographs, glass flowers, Rorschach blots,
newspaper clippings, paintings by Jackson Pollock. Each isreveaed to be anode
around which meanings accrete thickly. But not just any meanings: what these
things are made of and how they are made shape what they can mean. Neither the
pure texts of semiotics nor the brute objects of positivism, these things are
saturated with cultural significance. Things become talkative when they fuse
matter and meaning; they lapse into speechlessness when their matter and
meanings no longer mesh. Each of the nine objects examined in this book had its
historical moment, when the match of this thing to that thought seemed
irresistible. At these junctures, certain things become objects of fascination,
association, and endless consideration; they begin to talk. Things that talk
fleetingly realize the dream of a perfect language, in which words and world
merge.Essays Lorraine Daston, Peter Galison, Anke te Heesen, Caroline A.
Jones, Joseph Leo Koerner, Antoine Picon, Simon Schaffer, Joel Snyder, and M.
Norton and Elaine M. Wise. Lorraine Daston is Director at the Max Planck
Institute for the History of Sciencein Berlin, Germany. Sheis the coauthor of
Wonders and the Order of Nature, 1150-1750 (Zone Books).
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Imagine aworld without things. There would be nothing to describe, nothing to explain, remark, interpret, or
complain about. Without things, we would stop speaking; we would become as mute as things are aleged to
be. In nine original essays, internationally renowned historians of art and of science seek to understand how
objects become charged with significance without losing their gritty materiality. True to the particularity of
things, each of the essays singles out one object for close attention: a Bosch drawing, the freestanding
column, a Prussian island, soap bubbles, early photographs, glass flowers, Rorschach blots, newspaper
clippings, paintings by Jackson Pollock. Each is reveaed to be a node around which meanings accrete
thickly. But not just any meanings. what these things are made of and how they are made shape what they
can mean. Neither the pure texts of semiotics nor the brute objects of positivism, these things are saturated
with cultural significance. Things become talkative when they fuse matter and meaning; they lapse into
speechlessness when their matter and meanings no longer mesh. Each of the nine objects examined in this
book had its historical moment, when the match of this thing to that thought seemed irresistible. At these
junctures, certain things become objects of fascination, association, and endless consideration; they begin to
talk. Things that talk fleetingly realize the dream of a perfect language, in which words and world
merge.Essays Lorraine Daston, Peter Galison, Anke te Heesen, Caroline A. Jones, Joseph Leo Koerner,
Antoine Picon, Simon Schaffer, Joel Snyder, and M. Norton and Elaine M. Wise. Lorraine Daston is
Director at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in Berlin, Germany. She is the coauthor of
Wonders and the Order of Nature, 1150-1750 (Zone Books).
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Editorial Review
Review

"Dense with erudition and pleasingly light on its scholarly feet.” Kirkus Reviews

"What is fascinating in this collection is the diverse ways in which the authors, whose backgrounds and
intellectual styles differ significantly, attempt to comprehend not just their fascination with certain objects
but also to describe meaningfully the objects' widespread uses. Important, useful, beautiful things are in this
sense things that matter. Things that matter have meaning. And meaningful things are things that talk.”
Miguel Tamen , University of Lisbon

"This collectionis afeast for students of art, modern Western history, and philosophy. Recommended for
academic and university libraries..." Francisca Goldsmith Library Journal

"What is fascinating in this collection is the diverse ways in which the authors, whose backgrounds and
intellectual styles differ significantly, attempt to comprehend not just their fascination with certain objects
but also to describe meaningfully the objects' widespread uses. Important, useful, beautiful things are in this
sense things that matter. Things that matter have meaning. And meaningful things are things that talk."
Miguel Tamen, University of Lisbon

About the Author

Lorraine Daston is Director at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Sciencein Berlin, Germany. Sheis
the coauthor of Wonders and the Order of Nature, 1150-1750 and the editor of Things That Talk: Object
Lessons from Art and Science (both Zone Books).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Betty Bowers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Things that Talk: Object Lessons from Art and Science.
Try to face the book Things that Talk: Object Lessons from Art and Science as your friend. It meansthat it
can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.



Richelle Johnson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Thingsthat Talk: Object Lessons from Art and Science. Y ou
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant any
book Thingsthat Talk: Object Lessons from Art and Science. Y ou can add information and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open abook or searching by internet
device. It iscalled e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Rivera;

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has
to answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guarderia until university need that Things that Talk: Object
Lessons from Art and Science to read.

Diane Dockins:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Thingsthat Talk: Object Lessons from Art and Science provide you with anew experience in studying a
book.
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