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Was the Red Flag Flying There? examines the Palestinian/Arab-Israeli conflict
through the lens of Marxist politics. Joel Beinin asks how the proposal to
partition Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state—a solution endorsed by
international consensus in 1947-49—became an obscure and even unthinkable
option by the mid-1960s. As the most consistent adherents of the two-state
solution both before and after the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, the
Marxists serve as the focal point of his analysis.

Beinin discusses three Marxist political formations in Egypt and Israel: the
communist movement in Egypt; the Communist Party of Israel (MAKI); and the
United Workers' Party of Israel (MAPAM), which attempted, but ultimately
failed, to sustain a dual commitment to Marxism and Zionism. The failure of
these movements and their progressive abandonment of an internationalist
orientation toward resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict is explained as a
consequence of the ultimate hegemony of nationalist politics in both Egypt and
Israel.

Employing both the analytical methods of political economy and a discourse
analysis informed by insights drawn from Antonio Gramsci's conception of
hegemony, Beinin offers a new interpretation of the significance of Marxist
politics in Egypt and Israel. This work builds on and extends the scope of the
revisionist history of the Arab-Israeli conflict developed by Israeli scholars
during the 1980s, challenging traditional Marxist conceptions of the relationship
between anti-imperialist nationalism and the struggle for socialism.
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Was the Red Flag Flying There? examines the Palestinian/Arab-Israeli conflict through the lens of Marxist
politics. Joel Beinin asks how the proposal to partition Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state—a solution
endorsed by international consensus in 1947-49—became an obscure and even unthinkable option by the
mid-1960s. As the most consistent adherents of the two-state solution both before and after the establishment
of the state of Israel in 1948, the Marxists serve as the focal point of his analysis.

Beinin discusses three Marxist political formations in Egypt and Israel: the communist movement in Egypt;
the Communist Party of Israel (MAKI); and the United Workers' Party of Israel (MAPAM), which
attempted, but ultimately failed, to sustain a dual commitment to Marxism and Zionism. The failure of these
movements and their progressive abandonment of an internationalist orientation toward resolving the Arab-
Israeli conflict is explained as a consequence of the ultimate hegemony of nationalist politics in both Egypt
and Israel.

Employing both the analytical methods of political economy and a discourse analysis informed by insights
drawn from Antonio Gramsci's conception of hegemony, Beinin offers a new interpretation of the
significance of Marxist politics in Egypt and Israel. This work builds on and extends the scope of the
revisionist history of the Arab-Israeli conflict developed by Israeli scholars during the 1980s, challenging
traditional Marxist conceptions of the relationship between anti-imperialist nationalism and the struggle for
socialism.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Illuminating. . . . The entire field of modern Middle Eastern Studies still has remarkably little closely
researched social history of this sort. Beinin's study adds to the work recently published by revisionist Israeli
historians, debunking the dominant view of the origin and early history of the Palestine conflict and
extending the revision into the 1950s and early 1960s. His explanation of the different political paths that
were taken, turned back from, and lost sight of is an important—indeed vital—contribution to contemporary
scholarly and political understanding."—Timothy Mitchell, New York University

From the Back Cover
This book is an attempt to reconceptualize the history of the Palestinian/Arab-Israeli conflict through the lens
of the history of Marxist politics. The purpose for doing so is to examine the process by which the hegemony
of nationalist politics was established and to affirm the historic existence of an alternative politics while
analyzing the causes of its failure.

About the Author

Joel Beinin is Assistant Professor of History at Stanford University and the co-editor with Zachary Lockman
of Intifada: The Palestinian Uprising Against Israel: Occupation (1989).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Was the Red Flag Flying There? Marxist Politics and the
Arab-Isræli Conflict in Eqypt and Isræl 1948-1965 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Edward Phillips:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Was the Red Flag Flying There? Marxist
Politics and the Arab-Isræli Conflict in Eqypt and Isræl 1948-1965 is simple to bring you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Roxanne Pineda:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Was the Red Flag Flying
There? Marxist Politics and the Arab-Isræli Conflict in Eqypt and Isræl 1948-1965 which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Ruby Chartrand:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Was the Red Flag Flying There? Marxist
Politics and the Arab-Isræli Conflict in Eqypt and Isræl 1948-1965 or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Was the Red Flag
Flying There? Marxist Politics and the Arab-Isræli Conflict in Eqypt and Isræl 1948-1965 to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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